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BABA AGM and Conference at Ironbridge

Society of Apothecaries Installation Dinner

‘Big Society’ Presentation at Guildhall

Searcy’s Reception at Vintners Hall

Livery Halls Walk 40 Halls visited

Old Bailey Lunch with the Judges

Fuellers Company Lecture 

Guild of Air Pilots Lecture 

Election of Lord Mayor & luncheon Guildhall

Musicians Company Service and Reception

HMS Sultan Livery Companies visit

Elworthy Trophy Tri-service competition and prizegiving

Framework Knitters Dinner at Mansion House

Guild of Arts Scholars Lecture

Events attended by the Prime Warden

Garden of Remembrance

The commitment to remembering the fallen of the 
two World Wars and so many other conflicts shows
no sign of abating as the years pass. As part of its

Annual Appeal the City of London Branch of the Royal
British Legion arranges for a Garden of Remembrance to be
planted in the precincts of St. Paul’s Cathedral.

The importance of the Ceremony is highlighted by the
presence of the Lord Mayor and the Sheriffs, with the Dean
and other Civic Dignitaries.

The Masters, Prime Wardens and the Upper Bailiff are
given the opportunity to plant a wooden cross bearing the
name of their Livery Company. This follows the planting of

crosses by The Lord Mayor, the Sheriffs, the Castle Baynard
Ward, the Cathedral, Police, Fire Brigade, Air Ambulance
Service and representatives of different elements of the
Legion.

The Standards of the Royal British Legion are paraded
with music this year provided by the Band of the Irish
Guards. There is a short and dignified service with hymns
before the planting of the crosses. The Service concludes
with the haunting words from the Kohima Prayer:

When you go home, tell them of us and say,
For your tomorrow, we gave our today.

A humbled observer

Inter Livery Walk of 40 Halls in the City

On Thursday 20 September our Prime Warden Chris
Childs and Assistant Zena Sanders joined with
twenty three other Livery Companies to walk to

forty Livery Halls in full robes, hats and chains. The day
started at 0800 with breakfast at the Armourers’ Hall, lunch
at the Bakers’ Hall and finished late afternoon. The picture
shows the group nearing the end of the walk on board
HQS WELLINGTON which, as the home of the Master
Mariners, is the furthest hall from the City centre. The 
13 km walk was organised by the Worshipful Company 
of Environmental Cleaners and comfortable shoes was 
the order of the day. Fortunately the day was warm and
dry for this crash course in Livery Hall locations, and 
the walk raised a minimum donation of £1,500 for the 
Lord Mayor’s Appeal.



Winston Churchill said ‘The only way a 
man can remain consistent amid changing
circumstances is to change with them whilst

preserving the same dominating purpose’.
The WCB is not immune from change and so the

Wardens have asked Past Prime Warden Keith Gabriel 
to chair a small group to look across the spectrum 
of emerging ideas appropriate to Blacksmithing and
consider recommending possible alliances with other
Livery Companies and commercial organisations.

In parallel with this, Past Prime Wardens Rodney
Lyons and Tim Herring are leading a review of the way
the Company operates. The use of the wide skill base
and talents within our Livery, recruiting new members
and speeding the entry process are but a few ideas that
need consideration. At the same time the Chairman of
the Finance Committee, Assistant Mark Abraham, has
formed a group to have a root and branch examination

of our finances so we can meet the challenges of the
next decade.

Every Prime Warden has just one year and I am sure
that if you ask any of our Past Prime Wardens they would
agree it no sooner starts than it comes to a finish. This
means there is so little time for one individual to make
meaningful changes which allows the Company to move
with the times.

This thinking by the three groups is long overdue and
will provide the input to a strategic plan approved by the
Wardens and give successive Prime Wardens continuity.
Because the Court is not imbued with all the knowledge,
we need your views and ideas to prepare the WCB to
meet the future challenges.

The Publicity & Public Relations Committee has been
re-established under the Chairmanship of Assistant 
Zena Sanders and many initiatives are being considered
including advertising in the Newsletter.
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Chris Childs – The New Prime Warden

Chris Childs joined Britannia Royal Naval
College, Dart mouth in 1961 and served
for thirty five years as an engineer

officer in the Royal Navy, specialising in
nuclear engineering and submarines. He
served at sea on five submarines including the
first Polaris submarine HMS RESOLUTION, 
as well as aircraft carriers, assault ships,
destroyers and frigates. Chris is proud that, at
the nuclear submarine base Faslane, he had
charge of the last blacksmiths’ workshop in the
Royal Navy.

It was at Chatham that Chris had the project
responsibility for HMS CHURCHILL which
proved to be the last nuclear submarine refit
undertaken there before the yard became the
Historic Dockyard.

On leaving the Service Chris joined Babcock
International as its Nuclear Divisional
Manager at Rosyth and was seconded as
member of the Government Special Expert
Group for nuclear waste in North West
Russia. More recently he has spent time as a
consultant engineer advising on setting up
companies in the UK.

Chris and his wife Lyn live in the village of
Marden in the Weald of Kent and have two
daughters and five grand-daughters. He is
President of his local British Legion, retains an
interest in the Service Cadet work, supports the
local church and has a passion for golf. The Prime Warden Chris Childs
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The Worshipful Company of Blacksmiths became
involved with The Elworthy Trophy Competition
when, some seven years ago our present Prime

Warden Chris Childs, then a Court Assistant, was having
lunch with Lt. Colonel Barry Paddison the competition
organiser. Lt. Colonel Paddison, who retires next year,
suggested that the Worshipful Company of Blacksmiths
might like to consider supporting the event. Chris Childs
managed to convince the Court to provide fifty per cent
sponsorship of the event with the remainder coming from
ex-service and individual contributors.

The Elworthy Trophy is the Battle of Britain
Commemorative Sword presented to the late Marshall of 
the Royal Air Force, Lord Elworthy KG GCB CBE DSO 
MVO DFC AFC. When he retired in 1978 as Lord Lieutenant
of Greater London, Lord Elworthy presented his
Commemorative Sword as a trophy for annual competition
between cadets of the three services,
four teams from each, from within
Greater London.

This year the competition took place
over the weekend of 6th/7th October
at Woolwich Barracks in SE London.
Only seven teams entered with a total
of seventy eight cadets from the Army,
Royal Navy, Royal Air Force and the
Combined Cadet Force.

The competition tests
the basic skills of the
teams combining these
with general physical and
mental abilities. Activities included archery, first-aid,
drill/turnout, a command task, marching, shooting,
orienteering, rowing and watermanship skills; the latter two
which involved constructing and paddling a raft were
evaluated on Danson Park boating lake in Bexley.

344 Squadron (Fulham ATC) were this year’s winner of
the Elworthy Trophy having won five out of the total eight
events. Prime Warden Chris Childs presented awards to all
members of the event winning teams. Past Prime Warden Sir
David Brewer, Lord Lieutenant of Greater London,
presented the Elworthy Sword to the winning team.

The Worshipful Company of Blacksmiths was also
represented by Past Prime Warden Hugh Adams 

CWCB, Past Prime Warden John
Barber DL, Renter Warden Adrian
Oliver, the Clerk, Christopher Jeal 
and Liveryman Maurice Greenberg.

Grateful thanks are offered to 
Sarah Johnson for providing
information about the weekend’s
events and to Stuart Turkington,
freelance photographer, and all
involved at Woolwich Barracks.

Maurice Greenberg

Twenty five guests from the Worshipful Companies 
of Plumbers, Founders, Blacksmiths, Turners,
Shipwrights, Engineers and Fuellers, all Companies

affiliated to HMS SULTAN, visited the shore based
establishment in October. These Companies, some of which
date back to the middle ages, originally developed as
regulators for their trades but now act primarily as
charitable organisations, sponsoring prizes that are
routinely awarded to HMS SULTAN’s trainee engineers. 

The visit began with briefs from Commodore Slawson,
Commander Bowser and Captain Gulley to update our
affiliates on the role of 
HMS SULTAN and the 
major training schools on
site. This was followed by
career summaries from two
members of staff illustrating
the varied and exciting
opportunities available in a
Naval Career. The morning
was concluded by the Royal
Navy Presentation Team,

whose modern and relevant presentation informed the
listeners about the role, capabilities and current operations
of the Royal Navy.

Delegates enjoyed lunch in the Siskin Room of the
Wardroom before being introduced to HMS SULTAN’s
famous steam lorry. Following lunch, guests were shown 
the facilities used by trainees learning marine and air
engineering skills, as well as traditional manufacturing
crafts. To the enjoyment of all, guests travelled between
facilities in the steam lorry while bathed in bright sunlight.

To conclude the visit, the Commodore hosted a 
question and answer session,
addressing thoughts and
questions provoked by the
day’s activities. The day was
judged by everyone as a real
success, and guests left with
a new found understanding
of the training provided at
HMS SULTAN, its personnel,
and the role and value of the
wider Royal Navy.

On Danson Lake – that sinking feeling!

Livery Companies visit to HMS SULTAN
Lieutenant Carl Perry RN

The ElworthyTrophyCompetition 2012

The jubilant winners – 344 Squadron ATC

Photography by Stewart Turkington
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Trafalgar Night Dinner

It was Chris Childs’ desire to 
hold a Worshipful Company of
Blacksmiths’ Trafalgar Night dinner

during his year as The Prime 
Warden and this plan came to very
impressive fruition at the Vintners’ Hall
in the City of London on 18
October 2102. It was co-hosted by
the three Worshipful Companies
of the Blacksmiths, Cooks and
Shipwrights which is a very
appropriate combination in view
of the key skills that each trade
would have brought to the
capabilities of Admiral Nelson’s
Fleet. Our Prime Warden acted as
the Mess President, Vice Admiral
Peter Wilkinson CB CVO, the
Vice President, and the Guest of
Honour was Admiral Sir Jock
Slater GCB LVO DL. The venue
of the Vintners’ Hall was an
impressive location in which to
host such an auspicious dinner.

After being formally greeted,
the guests enjoyed a pre-dinner
reception before entering the
magnificent dining hall. Beautifully
prepared menus were provided,
which contained not only the dinner
and wine to be served and seating plan
but also a brief history of Nelson’s
Signal at the Battle of Trafalgar, the
history of the Vintners’ Hall and a
pictorial representation of the Flags
used by Captain John Pasco, Flag
Lieutenant in HMS VICTORY, to give
Admiral Lord Nelson’s uniquely
famous Order ‘England expects that
every man will do his duty’.

The menu had been imaginatively
planned with 4 courses: ‘Breaking the
Line’ (Loch Dart Smoked Salmon);
‘Fleet Broadside’ (Beef Wellington);
‘Victory Desert’ (Spiced Poached
Conference Pear) and finally ‘Hardy’s
Finale’ (Selection of British Cheeses
with Quince Jelly). The wines chosen
perfectly complimented the courses: a
Chilean Sauvignon Blanc (2011
Errazuriz Aconacagua Costa); Berry’s
Extra Ordinary Burgundy (Maison
Roche de Bellene 2009) and finally and
(essentially at Trafalgar Night!) Berry’s
St James’s Finest Reserve Port (Quinta
de las Rosa).

Throughout the dinner, the Brass
Quintet of the Royal Marines

Association Concert Band played a
selection of stirring music. For many of
the songs and subsequent sea shanties,
they were accompanied by the
Classical Vocal Duo ‘Cripps and
Saunders’. To have music performed

by the Royal Marines was clearly
appropriate for a Trafalgar Night. In
addition, Jill Saunders and Alison
Cripps added immensely to the
atmosphere. Indeed, Alison is a
serving Major in Queen Alexandra’s
Royal Army Nursing Corps
(QARANC) currently based at the
Surgeon General’s Headquarters in
Lichfield and had been given special
permission by her Commanding
Officer to wear her QARANC Mess
Dress which added panache.
Additional mention must be made of
the Trafalgar Drummers of the Royal
Marines Association Concert Band
who also added their unique skills to
the military ethos of such a special
dinner.

The Toasts, reflecting the tradition
of the Royal Navy, were given as
follows: ‘The Queen’ by the Mess Vice
President, Vice Admiral Wilkinson;
‘The Prince Philip, Duke of
Edinburgh, The Prince of Wales, The
Duchess of Cornwall and other
members of the Royal family’ was
proposed by the Prime Warden of 
the Shipwrights’ Company, Mr W D
Everard CBE and the toast to The
Lord Mayor and the City of London
Corporation was proposed by the
Master of the Worshipful Company of

Cooks, Mr G J Osborne BEM. The
Toastmaster for the evening was
Warrant Officer C J Cash MBE who
carried out his duties with distinction.

After the toasts, the ‘Immortal
Memory’ was proposed by the 

Guest of Honour, Admiral Sir
Jock Slater. Sir Jock’s speech
was a detailed analysis of the
inspiring leadership qualities
that made Admiral Nelson
such a revered figure who still
commands such immense
respect and relevance. In
addition, the historical context
of the Battle of Trafalgar was
brought forward to modern
times with a reminder of the
crucial importance of the Royal
Navy and Royal Marines to the
prosperity and stability of our
island nation in today’s highly
unstable and turbulent world.
The speech was fast paced, 
full of interesting reflections

and was a stirring conclusion to a
most memorable evening.

In view of the basis of ‘Trafalgar
Night’, it is very fitting that surplus
money raised by the event will go to
The Royal British Legion, Seafarers
(UK) and Help for Heroes. Lord
Nelson would have surely approved! 

The Brass Quintet & Trafalgar
Drummers from The Royal Marines
Association Concert Band (Website:
http://www.royalmarinesbands.co.uk
/ Articles/RMA.htm) was arranged
by Andrew Wood (Tel: 02392 876656).
The classical vocal duo ‘Cripps and
Saunders’ (Website: http://www.cripps
andsaunders.com) can be contacted 
on 07773 260784 and 07949 376475.

Surg Cpt Robin MC McNeil Love

The Prime Warden, The Shipwrights Company, Mr W D Everard CBE,
Guest of Honour, Admiral Sir Jock Slater GCB LVO DL, 

The Prime Warden, The Blacksmiths Company, Mr Christopher Childs, 
The Master, The Cooks Company, Mr G J Osborne BEM

Leader of the Royal Marines Concert Band, Andy
Wood and the Trafalgar Drummers

Photography by M. O’Sullivan
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In this world of mass-produced,
cold bent, machine made “wrought
iron” components, am I alone in

my despair over the wanton
destruction of some of the finest
examples of our craft that goes on
around us all the time. I rescued these
classic examples (see photo) of the
work of a Master Smith from a skip at
a private house where I had recently
completed a large commission. These
pieces had formed part of existing
balustrading both within the house
and on the external entrance steps. 
The work had been breathtakingly
well executed by a skilled and
knowledgeable craftsman so imagine
my horror upon returning to the house
several weeks after finishing my work
to discover the whole lot had been torn
out and dumped in a skip. Most of this
beautiful ironwork was buried well
down but I managed to rescue the
baluster and a newel post seen here.
Their replacements were machine
made infill bars and, of course, the
obligatory cage twists! Have modern
architects/designers no appreciation
of our craft? Some do, and I have

worked with them but their ranks are
diminishing. 

I am also in despair at the
approach of the insurance industry
that appears bereft of any knowledge
about period ironwork when it
comes to repair or replacement. I
was recently asked to quote for
replacing the gates at what had been
the local forge. These had been
damaged beyond repair. The gates
had been made in the ‘70s by John
Probert, the smith who taught me
my craft, and I calculated I would be
able to make replacements for
around £4,000. I was not given the
job and was not surprised when
replacements were produced which
were in box section hung on
adjustable hinges and yes, full of
“wrought iron component pieces”.
There is an irony in these
replacement gates having been fitted
to a Forge which, before its demise,
had produced two Silver medal
holders, one Bronze medal holder
and two National Champion
Blacksmiths, both being awarded the
Championship twice in their careers.

BY HAMMER AND HAND ALL
ARTS DO STAND.........or do they?

Huguenots of Spitalfields

2013marks the 250th anniversary
of the death of Anna
Maria Garthwaite

(1690 -1763), the outstanding English
textile designer who lived in
Princelet Street, Spitalfields and
worked closely with Huguenot
weavers of silk. 2013 is also the
415th anniversary of the signing 
of the Edict of Nantes on 13th 
April 1598 which allowed French
Protestants (Huguenots) to worship
freely providing they did not incite
Catholic opposition. 

A series of activities to commemorate these
events will take place between 8 -13th April

2013. As well as daily walks and talks by
experts, there will be a Thanksgiving

Service at Christ Church on 11 April
to recognise the contribution that
Huguenots made to Spitalfields,
and, on Saturday 13th April, the 
Big Weave in Spitalfields Market.

If any members of the Livery
have Huguenot connections or

would be interested in the above
activities they are invited to contact The

Clerk, Christopher Jeal. 

“Vandalism”
This shocking story (shortened and edited) was recently relayed to me
by one of the Company’s most experienced and highly qualified smiths.
His disgust and despair is plainly evident in what he has written. Ed.

Rescued from skip
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Adrian grew up on his
parents’ farm in rural
Herefordshire about six

miles from where we live now
with our two terriers. He 
trained as a blacksmithing/
farriery apprentice to his father,
Tom, with whom he ran the
business for many years, training
three apprentices along the way,
each of whom now has his own
business. Adrian eventually took
over the business; he also spent six
months training farriers in Cyprus
in 1983. As well as continuing 
with his own blacksmithing and
farriery work, he has been
involved in the management 
and teaching of blacksmithing 
and farriery at Herefordshire
College of Technology for 25
years, during which time he has
written various blacksmithing
courses for national qualifications,
as well as having responsibilities
as a course tutor.

Along the way Adrian has
been invited as a guest lecturer/
demonstrator to various international blacksmithing
events in Europe and North America and has been
involved in setting up blacksmithing exhibitions and
organising ‘forge-ins’ both in this country and abroad. He
is a member of the Three Counties Agricultural Society’s
Blacksmithing and Farriery Committee, a member and past
secretary of the British Artist Blacksmiths Association and
a director of the National Heritage Ironwork Group as well

as a National Judge, Liveryman,
Fellow and Licentiate of the
Worshipful Company of Black -
smiths. He also sits on the WCB
craft committee. Blacksmithing 
is Adrian’s main hobby as 
well as his profession. He is
passionate about blacksmithing
and is keenly interested in the
education and teaching of not
only the traditional craft skills but
also contemporary design, as well
as promoting the craft as a
relevant and vibrant part of
today’s Arts and Crafts.

He is currently working on
fire irons, light fittings, a balcony,
and an outside staircase for our
home – all unfortunately still at
the ‘concept’ stage as his
teaching, blacksmithing, farriery
and his work for NHIG take 
up most of his time (when he’s
not avidly reading, watching
films or playing the occasional
game of golf – badly!)  In recent
years he has been renting
Bringsty Forge (on the Worcester

side of Bromyard) which he shares with Henry 
Pomfret and Tony Ingarfield. He’s hoping to make 
more time to ‘play in the forge’ there before he gets 
too old to swing a hammer! As you will have 
gathered, Adrian is a man with too many talents to
squeeze into the time available to him – fortunately, 
he’s also generous-spirited, easy-going and excellent
company!

Adrian Legge

Adrian Legge FWCB, LWCB, PQCG Fiona Legge

New Liverymen
Donald Baim Ormiston was admitted to the Livery at
the Midsummer Court. Donald is a retired police officer
who in ‘retirement’ worked for the General Council of
the Bar. He has been a Freeman of the City of London
since 1992 and has frequently accompanied his sponsor,
Harry Corben to Livery luncheons.

The other admission at Midsummer was  David Daniel
Theobald AWCB.  David is a working blacksmith based
at Linford in Essex. He is a traditional blacksmith and
proud of his craft and appreciative of the support given
to it by the Worshipful Company. David holds a Diploma
of Merit and was nominated by Godfrey South FWCB.

The number of working blacksmiths in the livery was
further increased at the Michaelmas Court when 
Stephen Lunn FWCB was admitted. His Silver Medal
and victory in the Tonypandy Cup in 2010 (see
Newsletter Issue 37) stand testimony to the outstanding
designs and work Stephen produces from his forge at
Morpeth, Northumberland.  

It is always a pleasure to welcome new Liverymen,
whether working blacksmiths or from the varied walks
of life that make our Company such an interesting Livery
to be part of.  We look forward to seeing all our new
Liverymen at Company events.
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Award Win

Photography by

The Requirements for Awards are described on ou

Presented by the Renter Warden, Adrian Oliver

John Webb Cup

Grace Binding

Presented by the Craft Warden, Mike Shepherd

Stanley Allcard Cup

Rowan Taylor

Camelia Botnar Foundation Cup

Charlie Whittingham

Les Armstrong Paul Gilbert Andrew Hall

Richard Jones Daniel Liggins Adrian Legge

John Beavis Mark Lewis David Skinner

Bronze Medal

Presented by the Third Warden, Don Barker

Diploma of Merit
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nners 2012

y M. O’Sullivan

ur website www.blacksmithscompany.org.uk

Presented by Commodore Mark Slawson RN

Other Award 
not collected 
on the day

Licentiate
Peter Smith

Champion Blacksmith

Richard Jones

Presented by the Third Warden, Don Barker

Simon Grant-Jones Dyfed Jones Christopher Blythman

Reserve National 
Championship Blacksmith

Reserve Champion Blacksmith

Richard Bent

Charles Normandale

David Harman

Corporal Paul Hunter David Tucker Simon Grant-Jones

National Championship Blacksmith Licentiate

Steven Mitchell

Presented by the Prime Warden, Chris Childs

Silver MedalBlacksmiths Army Cup

Tonypandy Cup

Presented by Craft Committee
Chairman, Richard Regan



Charles Normandale is a larger than life personality and his creative
approach is extrovert, anarchistic and discerning. He believes passionately
in pushing at the boundaries and restrictions of technique in order to

extend and further develop his own high levels of craftsmanship and
achievement. This enables him to create new and innovative abstract sculptural
forms whilst working as a well respected Artist Blacksmith. 

10

Tonypandy Cup Awarded to 
Charles Normandale FWCB

Combinations of metals, stone,
light, water, movement and reflection
are often employed. His two large
entrance sculptures for Southsea Town
Centre in Hampshire demonstrate this

well. Working with the given theme of
Contemporary Seaside this award
winning response consists of two
Wave sculptures seven and ten metres
in height. Huge mild steel, forged,

ripple bases support stainless steel
quills that sweep upwards in large
curving crests. Each quill reflects 
the sky during the day and contains
fibre optic coloured lights that are
choreographed by bespoke motorised
colour wheels. These colours change
continuously at night to simulate the
movement of a rolling wave.

Taking a basic metal and working 
it skilfully and creatively by hand,
giving it a life and form that
humanises the original material so
that people can relate to it, is another
defining personal philosophy. The
work of Charles Normandale can 
be viewed on his website at
www.charlesnormandale.com. 

Wave sculptures at Southsea

Work by Julie Grosse – blacksmith

Julie Grosse who worked
with Bob Oakes was the
recipient of one of the

Company’s bursaries several
years ago. Examples of the
work Julie is now doing are
shown here.   

Charles Normandale
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BABA AGM and Forge-in

On Saturday the eleventh
of August Past Prime
Warden Hugh Adams

CWCB and Liveryman Maurice
Greenberg attended the Annual
General Meeting of BABA and
the Forge-in at Blist Hill,
Ironbridge to which they had
been invited. 

During the course of the
day members of the BABA
Council welcomed the
Prime Warden Chris Childs
and his wife Lyn and
showed them around the
various activities.

The Forge-in area was 
a hive of activity with 
many senior and Award
winning smiths working
individually and in teams.
Among the smiths were
some from the National

Heritage Ironwork Group which runs one year training
courses in the theory and practice of conservation, including
work experience placements on conservation projects. 

The theme of the Forge-in was the development and
versatility of Iron through the ages, demonstrated by the
use of conceptual models. The models were to be
presented in fabricated steel foundry box outline
arranged in three vertical stacks of four, spaced at one
hundred and twenty degrees on a circular steel base with

ramp access for the
disabled.

One box was to 
be used for a DVD
presentation about
iron while another
contained flat plates
of steel which, when
viewed by parallax,
produced an image

of the face of Abraham
Darby (1678-1717) who developed
iron sand casting and coke
smelting. Other boxes had copies
of iron beads found in ancient
Egyptian tombs which legend suggests were a gift 
from the Gods, delivered by angels, as were all elements
found on Earth.

Other displays demonstrated the concept of a pouring
crucible, parts of bicycle wheels suggesting travel and

exploration, and conceptual
haemoglobin – the iron carrying
element of blood. The com -
pleted works are to be placed 
on permanent display in one 
of the Ironbridge Museums.

This article would not be
complete without a special word
of thanks to the BABA Council
for its kind invitation to attend
the AGM and Forge-in and also
to those Smiths who kindly
spent time talking to us during
the course of the day.

Maurice Greenberg

Edenbridge & Oxted Show

This year was
not just another
successful one

for the Edenbridge &
Oxted Show but, with
its links to the East
Surrey Show Society,
founded in 1837,
marked the hundred
and seventy fifth year
since its formation.

Held annually over the August bank Holiday it attracts
visitors not only from the nearby Counties of Kent, Surrey
and East Sussex but from the much wider area of the Home
Counties including London.

Anyone with a family in tow looking for a day out in the
country would be hard pressed to find an event offering
such a wide range of entertainment and skills for all ages.
Whether you are a townie or country person there is always
something to attract your interest. For dog lovers there is the

arena where dogs are put
through their paces, often
to the amusement of
onlookers, and, for those
more interested in horses,
a whole range of events in
the main arena including
carriage driving are there
to thrill. Displays of livestock abound and throughout 
the showground is an array of stands selling goods and
services to satisfy all tastes.

Then there is the spectacle provided by blacksmiths 
and farriers demonstrating their skills on their 
respective stands. Neither stand ever fails to attract
onlookers who, in the case of the Blacksmiths’ stand, are
entertained with a running commentary as the smiths
compete in the Live-forging Competition. 

Hats off to Eric Lamprill and Judith who together with
their stalwart band of helpers do so much to make the
Blacksmiths’ stand such a huge success.

A hive of activity at Blist Hill,
Ironbridge

Enginuity takes shape

The Prime Warden with smiths Oliver Boyett, 
David Frazier and Matthew Snape

Nigel Stenning receiving his award from 
Hugh Adams CWCB

Eric Lamprell FWCB receiving 
the Mick Orgill Special Achievement
Award, with Judith and Lynne Orgill
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Surely he knows what to do next!

The Editor
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Michelham Priory near Hailsham in East Sussex is a
beautiful Tudor mansion set on a tranquil island
surrounded by England’s longest water-filled

medieval moat. Its picturesque grounds include a physic
garden, herbaceous borders and sculpture trail. 

So, what has a Priory to do with The Sussex Guild of
Craftsmen? Every year for the past forty years, Michelham
Priory has played host to The Sussex Guild of Craftsmen for
its annual get-together, sale and promotional exercise.

All forms of craft, too numerous to list individually, are on
display including live demonstrations – which brings me to
the point of this article.

Blacksmithing plays a very active role at the Priory. 
A member of our Livery, Eric Lamprell FWCB, has been a
member of The Guild since he was a boy and now is
responsible for the running of the Blacksmiths stand. This is
no small undertaking as the Show runs for four days and
there are significant logistical problems to be considered.

However, as always in the
Blacksmithing world, help is
at hand (no doubt aided and
abetted by there always being
a barrel or two of beer on tap)
and other Sussex blacksmiths
are happy to join in.

This year those taking part
included Remuna Picard,
Nigel Stenning, Ben Wood
and Rikky Delaney. David Harman FWCB, usually to be
found with Eric at this event, was unable to attend as also
were John Grantham and Andrew Nice.

This Show takes place at the beginning of August each
year and is considered by many to be a really pleasant day
out. Any Liveryman who would like to visit in the future
can be assured of a warm welcome from Eric and his merry
band of men.

Nigel Stenning, Remuna Picard and
Eric Lamprill FWCB

Michelham Priory and The Sussex Guild of
Craftsmen

The Dorset Show Susan King

Iam Susan King and I have been
employed as a Teaching Assistant
by the Learning Support Depart -

ment at Kingston Maurward College,
Dorset for two years. Over the last
year I have had the privilege of
working in our state of the art Forge
and Welding departments and have
been impressed by the dedication 
of the team, which includes Justin
Butler (The Boss), Simon Grant-Jones 
(The Film Star), and Brian Hill (The
Jack of all Trades). Their enthusiasm
is infectious and I, myself, have now
developed an interest in Forge work.
I am particularly interested in the
history and creativity of the craft and
love to see the achievements of our
students.

This summer I was thrilled to be
invited to steward on the Blacksmiths’
stand at the Dorset County Show,
organised by Simon Grant-Jones. On
arrival I was immediately introduced
to the gentlemen Blacksmiths whose

camaraderie soon put me at my ease.
I was amazed at all the exhibits

(there were fifty nine altogether) and
had great fun watching the live
competitions where the challenge was
to make nutcrackers within seventy
five minutes and a saleable item
within thirty minutes. The activity
certainly drew the crowd and gave me
the opportunity to promote the craft.

Hugh Adams CWCB of the
Worshipful Company of Blacksmiths,
whom I had met briefly on a previous
occasion when he was visiting
Kingston Maurward College, was
there supporting us. The Worshipful
Company of Blacksmiths has been
fantastic in supporting the College
and its students and it was great
being able to spend time with Hugh
and learn more about the Company,
its history and how it supports and
provides funds for these and other
events and charities.

Winners of the Competitions were
presented with their awards by 
our Principal, Clare Davison, and 
Richard Jones FWCB. Our own Simon 
Grant-Jones AWCB, of whom we are
very proud for his winning the
National Championship Blacksmith
award this year, won the static
competition and Dyfed Jones from
North Wales claimed the reserve.
James Crossman from Somerset won
both the live competitions. John

Bellamy from Devon claimed the
reserve for them both.

Overall, it was a lovely event and a
special thank you is owed to Lynne
Grant–Jones for the wonderful feast
she provided. I feel extremely grateful
to have been involved as a steward
for these amazing craftsmen and have
been inspired by such interesting
people. Perhaps if I work hard, next
year I will have a go at the live
competition, myself!

The Blacksmiths, Hugh Adams and Sue King

Hugh Adams CWCB and Simon Grant-Jones 
with his award winning screen

The Principal of Kingston Maurward College, 
Clare Davison with Simon Grant-Jones at the 

Awards Presentation

Hugh Adams CWCB
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The Norfolk Show held on Wednesday and Thursday,
27th and 28th June, lived up to its reputation with
hot weather, traffic congestion – a new colour coded

system made the congestion
so much worse it was changed
for the second day – and
queues. Even the Blacksmiths’
marquee was sultry, never
mind the Forging stations
which were reminiscent of the
Italian heat-wave conditions
experienced by those of us
taking part in the Stia
International competitions last
year. We were honoured to
have Stephen Lunn, a member
of the winning team at Stia, as
our Show Judge.

Some sixteen Blacksmiths
exhibited their work and took
part in the live forging
demonstrations/competition. The hard work setting up the
exhibition and performing before the great East Anglian
public was rewarded when we were presented with second
prize for best trade stand at the Show.

Stephen worked diligently assessing the items on
display, inside and outside, testing the new judging criteria
in the process.  He awarded First prize and WCB Show
Champion Shield to Graham Chaplin for his beguiling
“L’Equilibriste”, a life size female figure balancing on a
wheel, so animate you half expected her to roll it along
with her feet. We learned this was an actual likeness of the
commissioning client - an amazing piece of work. Second
and Reserve Champion was Nigel Barnet with his
whimsical “All legs, no arms”, an edge on spinning ring,

topped by an allegorical figure “kicking his/her heels”;
one or two of us gave in to the temptation to ride on it. The
five Highly Commended works comprised two village
signs, a fireplace companion set, and “Rococo” handle.

After two days of sweat, dust and fumes we had all
finished our live forged pieces, on the theme “your sport”,
and set them out for visitors to see and the judge to examine.
As usual, a wonderfully imaginative range of items had
been created, including Bill Cordaroy’s elegant sailing boat,
Jason Greenberg’s badminton player, flattened under a 
one ton weight, and Dave Townsend’s brazed-in-the-fire
football boots. To his surprise and delight, Peter Allen, a first
time participant at the Show, was given First prize and Live
Forging Champion WCB shield for his man on a bicycle.
Second was Wendy Alford’s gymnast on the parallel 

bars and Third came Megan
Robin-Abbots from Connecticut
(Journeyman smith, working
with Nigel Barnet) who had
forged a dangerously realistic
Colt 45 pistol.

We had had quite an
audience at the Forging arena
and a steady flow of visitors 
to the exhibition and, whilst
not much was sold at the
Show, we all made new
contacts, distributed literature
and hope that avenues have
been opened for future
commissions. We enjoyed the
usual blacksmith camaraderie,
some of us only meet once a

year, with well-meant promises to visit in between.
Perhaps this time we will!

The Royal Norfolk Show – 2012 Wendy Alford

Barney Cheeseman, a student from Plumpton
College, has been awarded the Frank Day Trophy
in a National Competition open to blacksmithing

students with less than three years’ experience. The
Trophy which is sponsored by the Blacksmiths Guild
includes a framed certificate and £250. 

Barney, whose tutor Ricky Delaney is a Licentiate of
the Worshipful Company of Blacksmiths, submitted a
matched pair of floor-standing lights in the form of sails
combining traditional ironworking techniques with the
use of material and LED lighting.

Judging took place at Westpoint Forge in Devon and
was carried out by a panel of National Blacksmithing
Competition judges.

Trophy Awarded to Plumpton College Student

Peter Allen –WCB Live Forging
Champion

Graham Chaplinʼs LʼEquilibriste

Barney Cheeseman with his tutor Ricky Delaney
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Great Snail Race winner – Greg Abel

Proposed International
Blacksmithing Event – 2014
Aproposal to hold an International Blacksmithing

event at Westpoint, home of the Blacksmiths Guild
and the Devon County Agricultural Association, is under
consideration. 2014 will be the twenty fifth anniversary of
the DCAA’s move to Westpoint and the Association is
keen to see blacksmithing at the Devon  County Show.
Kingston Maur ward College is interested in participating.

With news of serious flooding in Somerset, Devon
and Cornwall being broadcast, Past Prime
Warden Hugh Adams and your Editor ventured

forth independently, not knowing whether, or how for
certain, they would reach their destination - to join an
intrepid band of blacksmiths set upon celebrating the feast
day of St. Clement at Sticklepath in North Devon. Old Clem,
believed to be the first man to refine iron from ore and to
shoe a horse, and St. Dunstan, another blacksmith, are the
patron saints of metalworkers and blacksmiths so these
workers traditionally enjoyed a holiday on the feast day.

The village of Sticklepath stands on the northern fringe 
of Dartmoor National Park some three miles from
Okehampton. It became home to The Finch Foundry in 1814
which is believed to be the last remaining water powered
forge in the country. During its existence the Finch family
business produced a huge range of tools mainly for agrarian
purposes but, with the increase in mechanisation after the
second World War, many of its traditional products were no
longer in demand and the forge became more of a “jobbing”
workshop.  After its closure in 1960 the foundry fell into
disrepair before being restored as a working museum by a
group of volunteers and given to the National Trust
(sponsors of this year’s event) in 1994. Around this time the 

foundry reinstated the annual get-together of West Country
blacksmiths who participate in competitions including The
Great Snail Race, and re-enact the “firing of the anvil”. This
latter event involves compressing an explosive charge into a
hole in the anvil, lighting the touch-paper and waiting a
second or two before an almighty bang and clouds of smoke! 
Some spoil-sport (aka ‘elf & safety) must have deemed it
unsafe to follow the tradition of placing one anvil atop
another so that, when the charge between them was fired,
the top anvil shot up high in the air. 

Since early Greek and Egyptian times water has been
used to provide power. The use of water power at
Sticklepath was first recorded in 1147. Mills have stood 
on the site of the Finch Foundry for over 700 years, the 
last before becoming a foundry being a woollen mill. At
Finch Foundry water provides the power for three large
water-wheels which drive the trip hammers, the fan
supplying draught to the forges, and the grindstone to
sharpen the tools made there.

Little was it appreciated that the cold, wet weather
heralding our arrival on the Friday afternoon was a foretaste
of the weather for the remainder of the weekend.
Nonetheless, by 7.30 the following morning Richard Jones
FWCB was on site setting up the forges for the splendid
display demonstrated later by twelve smiths and five
student blacksmiths from Kingston Maurward College,
brought along by their tutors, Simon Grant-Jones AWCB
LWCB and Colin Edward Jones. Another early arrival was
John Bellamy of the Westpoint Guild of Blacksmiths. The
other smiths were Kevin Mahoney, Adrian Wolfe, Robbie
Savill, Brian Hill, Dave Denford, David North-Lewis, James
Deane, Sid Blackmore, Brian Collis, Ben Tanner, Mark
Weller, James Paterson and Alastair Weldon.

Despite cold and very wet weather some hundred and
fifty visitors attended the day’s event, many getting
drenched while watching the competing smiths. At the end
of the day  Hugh Adams was invited to judge the
competitions and awarded the prize for The Great Snail
Race to Greg Abel from Moretonhampstead and the prize
for the Candlestick making competition to Andrew Hall
from Branscombe. After dismantling and loading the forges
and associated equipment for transportation the smiths,
friends and families gathered in the nearby bar where a
warming log fire beckoned.

Next morning lighter skies were a welcome sight but –
guess what? – by the time breakfast was over rain was
falling again. 

Keith Mahoney & James Deane in competition

Photography by John Bellamy of the Blacksmiths Guild
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Titanic Inspirations Exhibition – Belfast

I got a call from a more organised
colleague, “Hey Merv did you know
you had a pile of BA Air Miles to 
use up. Better use ‘em or lose ‘em!”
Quickly searching through a pile of
paper and checking the BA
website I discovered he
was correct and my
thoughts turned to
where these might 
best be spent. Having
recently read the IABA
Newsletter highlighting
Titanic Inspirations I made
plans to get me over to Belfast
as soon as possible. And so 
it was that on the 13th November 
I struggled from my bed at 4:00am,
dashed around the good ol’ M25 
and climbed aboard the first BA flight
out of Heathrow to Belfast.

Shortly after my arrival, Peter and
Ciaran Cassidy together with Mickey
Mallon were on hand with transport to
the exhibition centre. After parking

underground, Mickey, who obviously
had extensive knowledge of the
subterranean routes of entry, led us
without hindrance into the Andrews
Gallery, much to the astonishment 
of the Events Manager, Katherine
Gardiner. After muttering some words
which to my ears sounded like “how
the xxxx did you get in?”, she sped off

to inform security and other interested
parties, returning several minutes
later to inform us that we were now
bona fide guests and could continue
unhindered with our visit! 

On entering the gallery I was
immediately struck by the excellent
lighting effects and general layout
of the exhibits.

Most had dedicated plinths with
sufficient space around each allowing
visitors to discover fully the piece from
every angle. Prominent descriptions
provided useful information for the
viewer including the price if the piece
was for sale. Having the exhibition
entitled ‘Titanic Inspirations’ had
obviously struck a creative chord with
the makers, for on display were nearly
fifty works that delivered a full
spectrum of impact and emotions.
Many of the pieces were not only
thought provoking but also provided
the viewer with degrees of poignancy,
inspiration and in some cases humour
whilst demonstrating great originality,
all made with high levels of artistic
and craft skills.  

I know it’s a cliché but mere words
cannot do justice to the display and
unfortunately space does not permit
all the pieces to be reproduced in 
this article. I sincerely hope, however,
that the selection shown here 
provides the reader with a sense of 
the exhibition. Anyone interested  in
seeing all the works can email me
metalwizard@btinternet.com and I
will be pleased to send a CD on receipt

of a suitable SAE.
My visit had been over a long 

tiring day, but I would gladly repeat
the experience for a chance to see 
such work again; even without the
help of Air Miles! My sincere thanks

are extended to Peter
and Ciaran Cassidy,
Mickey Mallon and
Michael Calnan for the
photo graphs, their
time and generous
hospitality, and of
course to all the
participating black -

smiths of IABA. You
can be rightly proud of your

tremendous efforts in putting on
this exhibition, the quality of which 
in my view was of International
significance. Thanks are due also to
Katherine Gardiner for sparing time
during her busy day in making us
welcome and explaining many of the
aspects of the Titanic Experience. 

Postscript – Although the Titanic
Inspirations exhibition has now closed 
I would thoroughly recommend a visit 
to Belfast’s Titanic Quarter where the
White Star trio of ships: Olympic, Titanic
and Brittanic were built. The fantastic
architecture of the Titanic Experience
building itself is worth the trip. 
Check it out at: www.titanicbelfast.com 

Titanic Sorrow – by Thomas Allison Elephant – by Donnacha Cahill

Work by The Irish Artists Blacksmiths Association (IABA)

“.....I never doubted that the items you would provide me with would be fantastic, but in all
honesty the whole exhibition has blown me away. You are an amazingly talented group of artists
and I will do all I can to push the exhibition and your organisation to my fullest ability” –
Katherine Gardiner, Titanic Belfast Programming and Events Manager

Merv Allen FWCB

Lifeboat – by IABA members
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Prices:

• Livery Tie £10 (Liverymen only)

• ‘Social Tie’ £22
• Umbrella £15
• Cuff Links £66.50
• Brooches £45

All items available from the Clerk, Christopher Jeal.
A limited supply might be available at Court luncheons.

Worshipful Company of Blacksmiths’ Shop

Epiphany Court & Luncheon Thursday 17th Jan

Wardens' Court Thursday 28th Feb 

United Guilds' Service Friday 15th March

Ladyday Court & Luncheon Thursday 11th April

ANNUAL BANQUET Friday 26th April

Prime Warden's Weekend 17th - 19th May

Wardens' Court Thursday 23rd May

Election of Sheriffs Monday 24th June

Midsummer Court & Luncheon Thursday 4th July

Election Court Thursday 25th July

Wardens' Court Thursday 5th Sept

Election of Lord Mayor Monday 30th Sept

Michaelmas Court & Awards Lunch Thursday 24th Oct

Lord Mayor's Show Saturday 9th Nov

Wardens' Court Thursday 28th Nov

Carol Service Friday 13th Dec

Show Dates 2013
North Somerset Show May 6th 

Devon County Show May 16th, 17th, 18th 

Royal Bath & West Show May 29th, 30th, 31st, June 1st

Royal Cornwall Show June 6th, 7th, 8th

South of England Show June 6th, 7th, 8th

Three Counties Show 14th, 15th 16th June

Royal Highland Show June 20th, 21st, 22nd, 23rd

Royal Norfolk Show June 26th, 27th

Great Yorkshire Show July 9th, 10th, 11th 

Royal Welsh Show July 22nd, 23rd, 24th, 25th

New Forest Show July 30th, 31st, August 1st

Edenbridge & Oxted Show August 25th, 26th

Dorset County Show September 7th, 8th

Diary of Events 2013

Editor: Nigel Whitehead
e-mail: nigelbw@tiscali.co.uk

Telephone: 01580 713302

Copies of the excellent photographs taken by Michael
O’Sullivan of the Awards Luncheon and other formal

events and reproduced in the Newsletter can be obtained
directly from:

www.michaelosullivanphotography.co.uk 
or michaelphotography@tiscali.co.uk

Telephone: 020 8363 8350

Copies of photographs

Correction –
In the last issue of the Newsletter
the picture of the Vase of Flowers
was incorrectly attributed. It was
in fact the work of Richard Jones
FWCB.

The National Blacksmiths’ Competition Committee
(NBCC) has announced that a new Judges Score
Card, designed by Wendy Alford and Adrian Legge,

both members of the Worshipful Company of Blacksmiths
Craft Committee, has been released and will be used for 
a trial period at all NBCC Shows during the 2013 and 
2014 seasons. Copies of the Score Card which incorporate
changes to the judging criteria are available from The
Clerk, Chistopher Jeal, The Worshipful Company of
Blacksmiths, 9 Little Trinity Lane, London EC4V 2AD
(hammerandhand@btconnect.com) 

In order to promote the new design and to gain 
familiarity with the judging criteria a Seminar will take 
place on April 13th 2013 at Kingston Maurward College
(www.kingston-maurward.co.uk). Further details may 
be obtained from Simon Grant-Jones 01305 833059
(simon.grantjones@kmc.ac.uk) 

New Design for Judges 
Score Card Merv Allen FWCB


