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Common Hall – Election of Lord Mayor
(A Wonderful Medieval Pageant) Nigel Whitehead

A

t Common Hall held in
Guildhall on 29th September, Alderman and Pavior
Michael Bear BSc.(Eng), MBA became
the 683rd Lord Mayor of the City of
London to be elected to that office.
The City of London has had a Lord
Mayor ever since 1189 when Henry
Fitz-Ailwyn first held the office.
The ceremony in the Great Hall of
Guildhall follows a Church service
in the Guild Church of St Lawrence
Jewry and begins with the Masters,
Prime Wardens and Upper Bailiff
of the Livery Companies leading
a procession into the Great Hall,
followed by Officers of the Corporation and the Lord Mayor. No
words can adequately describe the
wonderful pageantry of the occasion
with everyone in the procession
being fully robed and wearing or
carrying their symbol of office.
The Common Hall is opened by
the Common Cryer and Serjeant-at-

Arms. The Proceedings of the last
Common Hall are then read after
which the Lord Mayor and
Aldermen who have passed the
Chair, the Recorder and the Town
Clerk retire to the Print Room,
preceded by the City Marshall and
the Swordbearer, the door being
closed and kept by the Marshall.
In the Great Hall, the Common
Serjeant then reads a list of those
Aldermen below the Chair who
have served the Office of Sheriff
and informs them that, out of the
Aldermen named, they are to return
two to the Group in the Print Room
for them to choose which of the two
shall be Lord Mayor for the ensuing
year. The Sheriffs and Common
Serjeant then proceed to the Print
Room where the Common Serjeant
reports the names of the two
Aldermen on whom the election
has fallen; the Lord Mayor and
Aldermen then vote and the result

St Andrew-by-the-Wardrobe

O

is recorded by the Town Clerk.
The Swordbearer then hands the
Lord Mayor Elect to his place on
the left hand side of the Lord
Mayor. The Lord Mayor, Aldermen,
Sheriffs and Officers then return to
the Great Hall where the Recorder
declares the election to the Livery.
The Common Cryer and Serjeantat-Arms proclaim the Common Hall
dissolved, following which the Lord
Mayor, the Lord Mayor Elect, the
Aldermen and Others depart from
Guildhall.
Every year the Clerk sends a
letter to each Liveryman before the
Shrieval Election with details of the
candidates and an invitation to
apply for passes for that and the
Election of the Lord Mayor. Both
events are well worth attending for
the pageantry alone. Afterwards
there is an opportunity to meet
other liverymen over lunch at one
of the Livery Halls.

John Barber DL

College and Castle Baynard Ward club. A champagne and
n the evening of Wednesday 10th November
canapé reception was held after the service.
the Lord Bishop of London, the Rt Revd and Rt Hon
Richard Chartres, attended St
Andrew-by-the-Wardrobe for the
Dedication of the new organ and the
inauguration of the St Andrew-bythe-Wardrobe Girls’ Choir. The Prime
Warden, Richard Chellew, members
of the Livery and the Beadle attended
for Evensong that followed. The
organ was played by Ian Curror
FRCO, organist of the Royal Hospital,
Chelsea. The St Andrew-by-theWardrobe Girls’ Choir was founded
by the church in the spring of this
year and is the only all girls choir in
the City of London. The highlight of
the evening was the music sung
by the English Chamber Choir (who
use St Andrew-by-the-Wardrobe for
rehearsals) and the Girls’ Choir.
Bishop Richard gave a witty and
interesting address to the large
congregation, which included liverymen of the Mercers Company, Morden
The Bishop of London blessing Members of the English Chamber Choir and the new Girlsʼ Choir
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Richard Chellew – The New Prime Warden

R

ichard was born in London during the blitz but unlike most war babies did not move to the country
until 1946. He was educated at St Mary’s secondary school in Merton where he developed a
fascination for history, which eventually led him to read Angevin history at the University of Surrey.

Photography by M. O’Sullivan

He entered Lloyd’s insurance
Within hours of leaving La
market in 1958 where he specialized
Rochelle for England on a pleasant
in Marine and later Energy Insurance.
Sunday afternoon, Richard and one
Although he was primarily
of his co-owners of their yacht
employed as a broker on the floor at
‘Insoluble’ were to find themselves
Lloyd’s his work also took him to
on a lee shore facing severe weather
Scandinavia, North America and
conditions, force eight to nine (a
China. He was made Chairman of his
small BBC omission), which quickly
broking house in 1996.
deteriorated to between Storm force
In the late seventies Richard led a
ten and Violent storm force eleven.
team from the parent Company’s
Then, to add to their problems, they
offshore drilling subsidiary to sign a
found a crew member had removed
contract with British Gas to develop
all their charts other than the one
Witch Farm in Hampshire. This
showing the entrance to La Rochelle.
project was extremely successful and
At that point there was no turning
Richard Chellew
eventually became the biggest oil
back as they watched the yacht
producing area in England. He was
following them out of the harbour
also responsible at the same time for placing the largest
founder whilst trying to re-enter. The following day they
offshore insurance facility for British Offshore Drilling
heard on the radio that Edward Heath’s yacht, “Morning
contractors, with an overall limit of six hundred and fifty
Cloud” had been lost together with two of its crew.
million dollars.
Fortunately, with the gods watching over them and a
Richard is married with four children, Katie and Ross by
sighting of the Fairways buoy marking the entrance to the
his first wife Penny, and Lizzie and Annabel by Judy whom
Needles Channel and sheltered waters, they managed to
he met whilst sailing on the Lloyds yacht ‘Lutine’ and
make land four days later.
married in 1983.
Since then Richard has been content to confine his
Richard was admitted to the Blacksmith’s Company in
recreation to reading and walking his dogs on Wimbledon
1979 at the instigation of his father-in-law, Guy Bradley
Common. Since 2006 he has represented the London
Bowles, whose family probably hold the record for having
Borough of Merton as a Ward Councillor and has been
a family member represented on the Wardens Court for no
actively engaged in promoting the Wandle Valley Regional
less than eleven consecutive years.
Park as well as raising the profile of Merton Priory. In fact
His sports once included fishing, shooting and sailing
he was so absorbed in what he was doing that it led to his
although today his sporting activities are limited to
youngest daughter writing to the local newspaper and
encouraging his grandchildren. Asked if he excelled in any
asking if she could have her dad back.
of them he says no, although he was delighted to win the
He is also very proud of the fact that, through his Livery
Finn Trophy in 1968, a sailing trophy competed for by
connections, he has been able to foster a close relationship
members of the Stock Exchange, Baltic Exchange and
between Reed’s School, a school that has close connections
Lloyd’s. He also represented his Country competing in the
with the City, and what was at one time an ailing secondary
Half Ton Cup in La Rochelle in 1974 coming eighth overall,
school in Merton. Reed’s now not only acts as mentor to the
although his greatest achievement on that occasion was in
secondary school but is also taking a pro-active role in
returning home.
assisting two primary schools in the Borough.

The Election Court 2010

A

t the Election Court held on
29th July in Apothecaries’ Hall,
retiring Prime Warden Sir David
Brewer thanked Members of the
Court for their support during his
year in office. He also made
particular mention of and thanked
both the Clerk and the Beadle for
unstinting support.
Mr Richard Chellew having

previously been nominated as Prime
Warden for the year ensuing was
unanimously elected to that office
and, having received his badge of
office from his predecessor, then
assumed the Chairmanship of the
Court.
Mr Donald Barker FWCB was
elected Renter Warden; Sir David
Brewer – Third Warden and Mr
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Christopher Childs – Craft Warden.
The Father of the Company, Past
Prime Warden Mr P N G Rayner, and
the Clerk, Citizen and Blacksmith
Mr C R Jeal, were both unanimously
elected to continue in their respective
offices.
As is traditional, on conclusion,
the Court dined together with no
outside guests.

The Lord Mayor’s Financial
Literacy Initiative Michael Shepherd

L

ast year I was privileged to
be invited to Winchmore School
as part of the Lord Mayor’s
Financial Literacy Initiative to help
children in London gain a grasp of
financial matters. I am pleased to
say the occasion went extremely well
and I was invited back this year. The
competition first required competing
schools to hold internal contests to
find which group of pupils could
produce the best entrepreneurial idea
within set parameters.
My job was to assist each of the

Talking to the MD of Fragrance Design

four groups selected but not do the
job for them. I found this quite
difficult, as the temptation was just
to tell them what they should be
doing. The pupils needed to think of
a product that initially would be
offered for sale at a Christmas market
and then, if successful, could be

introduced to a wider market. The
problem facing the groups was that
all the ideas they generated had
already been used. They were only
allowed to use an existing idea if they
put new spin on it and changed it
sufficiently for it to become almost
new. Having made their choice they
had about five hours in which to
develop a sales pitch, a full and
proper business plan, a marketing
strategy and a presentation to show
that their idea had the most merit!
Around mid morning each group was
taken for a chat with Mr. Young of
Barclays Wealth Management who
assisted by providing advice on
investment and marketing, adding
weight to what I had been saying.
Once the choice of product had
been made the groups leapt to their
computers and, frankly, left me
standing. I was staggered by their
computer competence and ability in
researching the internet to produce
slides on Power Point and Photo
shop. Their enthusiasm together with
a friendly and healthy competitive
spirit was simply a delight to behold.
They listened and took onboard
what I said to them and I found their
questioning of my prompting both
useful and thought provoking. All
in all they were a pleasure to help.

The winning team with Mike Shepherd

The winning group comprised
four boys who called their new
company Aroma Fragrances. Their
idea was for bath bombs which
lived up to the description and were
quite unlike the usual gentle fizz
associated with similar products.
They also developed a range of
toiletries and fragrances. We owe a
debt of gratitude to Paul Carter, MD
of Fragrance Design, who agreed to
have a phone chat with the boys to
give them ideas of fragrances which
worked best at this time of year
and also some budgeting advice. The
winners received certificates for the
day’s effort.
The satisfaction of working with
these pupils was a great reward and
anyone who would like to be involved
in this worthwhile enterprise scheme I
strongly recommend to put his name
forward. I know my role as a volunteer
was to help the participants but I know
I got as much from the experience as
they did, if not more.

The Elworthy Trophy – Damp but not Downhearted
Yet again the continuing support
of the Worshipful Company of
Blacksmiths was appreciated.

Christopher Childs

T

he Elworthy Trophy was held
at Woolwich Barracks in
October and this year took
place over one day instead of the
usual two day event at Crowborough
Training Camp. Despite atrocious
weather the cadets’ morale remained
high and their enthusiasm was not
dampened. The number of teams
entering has increased each year as
the event grows in popularity and this
year eleven teams vied for the trophy.
328 Squadron (Kingston) ATC were
winners by a clear margin; smiles

The Trophy winners
with the
Prime Warden and
Sir David Brewer
Cadets on parade

showing that all their training and
effort had paid dividends. Prime
Warden Richard Chellew and Third
Warden Sir David Brewer, there in his
capacity as Lord Lieutenant of Greater
London, presented the prizes and the
Company’s contribution towards the
cost of sponsorship of the event.
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Photography by
Stewart Turkington

Who is that Prime Warden?

Christopher Jeal

S

ome while ago I was contacted
by Martin Cherry, the Librarian
of the Library & Museum of
Freemasonry. An anonymous caller
had left at the Museum an envelope
containing two photographs. There
was no note, source or message with
them but they had all the hallmarks
of being Victorian and the sitter was
arraigned in robes and wearing a
badge of office.
Martin took the trouble to contact
an officer of the College of Heralds
who identified the Coat of Arms of
The Worshipful Company of
Blacksmiths on the badge. Martin
then contacted me to ask if we would
like the two photographs; naturally, I
accepted the offer.
The smaller photograph had the
name of E J Stoneham, photographer,
on the back with an address at 79
Cheapside and a reference number,
8491. How could I take it further?
Then it dawned on me: put the name

the number 8491 would have been the
years 1882/1883.
A glance at our ‘year book’ showed
that in the year 1882 John Purdey was
Prime Warden and he was succeeded
by Charles Ravenhill for the two
following years.
Who is it? I do not know for
certain but he was evidently proud
of his place in the Company as the
reproduction of the photograph
shows.

in an internet search engine. I did and
it produced a list of photographs
taken by E J Stoneham for sale.
What the list also contained was
a direct contact and so I sent an
e-mail. Within hours a gentleman by
the name of Roger Vaughan had
responded with the information that

The Quit Rents Ceremony

T

at Michaelmas. In 1521 six Mercers acquired the
Moors and the obligation to provide the knives. Walter le
Brun held a forge in Tweezers Alley just south of St
Clements Dane on the rendering of six horseshoes and
sixty-one nails.
Whilst the knives, which were restored to perform
the service in the 1970’s, are new each year, the
horseshoes date from 1361 when the then tenant of the
Forge, one Emma of Tewkesbury, sought to commute
the presentation of new shoes each year for the payment
of 18 pence. This was permitted provided she had a set
of six shoes especially made for the ceremony and these,
probably the oldest horseshoes in the country, are still
used today.
At the Annual Quit Rent Ceremony, held at the Royal
Courts of Justice and attended this year by Past Prime
Warden John Barber DL, the Queen’s Remembrancer
presided as the last Officer of the now defunct Court of
Exchequer. The chequered cloth is still laid on the table
with the authority of the Court manifested by the
Great Seal of the Exchequer. The Royal Approbation is
given by two beautifully illuminated deeds prepared by
the Writer to the Queen’s Remembrancer. The Queen’s
Remembrancer is proud to retain this ancient link with
the City in the form of the Quit Rents Ceremony which
is the oldest legal ceremony still performed other than the
Coronation.

he City of London obtained from the Crown the
right to elect its own Sheriffs for the City and
Middlesex over eight hundred years ago. However,
as with all bargains, there was a price, and the City had
to concede the right of the Crown to require the City to
make another selection if the first was not approved.
The City was the first of twenty odd to acquire City
Sheriffs. In 1130 Middlesex bought a charter from Henry1
who, for a farm fee of £300 per annum, allowed the port
of London to elect a Sheriff and a justiciar – a judge – to
hear the pleas of the Crown. Henry 11 raised the fee to
£500 and removed the right of the City to elect its own
Sheriff, but Richard 1, for an increased fee of 1,500 marks,
allowed the City to change the appointment of a justiciar
for the right to elect a second Sheriff. The City’s support
of Simon de Montfort lost it all these privileges in the
reign of Henry 111 but in 1270 their rights were restored
and confirmed. The privilege of electing the Sheriffs was
secured by the liverymen in 1475 and confirmed by Act
of Parliament in 1725.
Since 1211 and 1235 respectively, two Petty Serjeanties
have been rendered to the Court by men who held land
directly of the Crown. This entitled them on the
performance of the service demanded of them to go
quit of rent. Nicholas de Mora held a property in
Shropshire, the Moors, upon the rendering of two
knives, one sharp and one very bad, to the Exchequer
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The Foundry Group

T

wo years ago the Prime Warden
invited me to identify why
young people were not joining
the Livery and to suggest changes
and events to attract them. I pulled
together a group to brainstorm the
situation; three Liverymen (Jash
Joshi, Dean Hollington and Hugo
Sanders), Stuart Davis, who was
about to be admitted and our Clerk,
Christopher Jeal.
It was important that both the good
and bad were aired, whilst retaining
the objective to attract the young.
Hugo Sanders said: I love the
tradition and formality of the four formal
lunches but they are expensive. At this
early stage of my career, potential guests
and I have similar time constraints of
being away from work during the middle
of the day.
An event cost is an aggregate thing
whereby the meal, loss of earnings
or leave allowance and travel costs
soon accumulate. A low cost London
based evening function allowing the
younger Liverymen to bring guests

Craft Warden Christopher Childs

gained favour from all approached,
especially on a Thursday evening.
Networking and meeting like minded
people was popular and considered a
way to form bigger groups to attend
a lunch.
Early this year Michael Shepherd
joined the Group and it was decided
that a personal approach to all
Liverymen under 45 would be
useful. Michael undertook this and
produced a data base so that e-mail
would become the preferred method
of communication. The natural
progression was for him to take the
lead and supported by Stuart Davis,
the group ran an informal evening
event at The Wine Tun, Cannon
Street on Thursday 4 November.
Apprentice Ben Oliver commented: The evening started at 6pm
and for a very reasonable £12.50 we
were given canapés and a few glasses of
wine. The informal atmosphere allowed
for an opportunity to ask questions
about the workings of the Company and
to get to know other members. I would

Visit to HMS Sultan

thoroughly recommend to those who
missed this event that they should come
along to the next one and enjoy the
friendly, social atmosphere.
A name was needed for the group
which had Blacksmith connotations
and the Foundry Group was chosen.
The cost of becoming a Liveryman
coupled with the unknown advantages of membership has so often
been cited as a hurdle to the young
joining. The Foundry Group provides
a forum to discuss and hopefully
dispel these reservations.
Whilst the Foundry Group targets
the young, all liverymen are welcome
so long as they are accompanied by
someone under 45. There will be
three meetings a year at the Wine Tun;
the third Thursday of September,
February and June is in the diary. Two
interest group gatherings are planned
for April and November starting with
either a Magic Circle dinner or a
boxing evening.
The next evening at the Wine Tun is
17 February 2011.

Maurice Greenberg

M

embers of the Company were joined by
Liverymen from the Plumbers, Founders,
Turners, Shipwrights, Engineers and Fuellers on
a recent visit to HMS Sultan, the Royal Navy Engineering
Training establishment at Gosport. Some thirty eight
visitors were welcomed by the Commanding Officer,
Commodore Mark Slawson, and this was followed by
short presentations. Our liaison officer for the day was
Lt. Les Lawson.
Training given at the base is from basic skills level to the
use of complex test equipment; today’s Engineers are as
likely to reach for a computer as a spanner. The training is
thorough and high pass rates are achieved.
We were given conducted tours of the training facilities
before and after lunch. Also, there was an opportunity to
ride on a coal-fired steam wagon which HMS Sultan uses
in support of local charities’ fund raising events. The
wagon has to have a regular pressure test and certification
as to the safety of its boiler. It has also been “Cart Marked”
by the Worshipful Company of Carmen, validating its use
within the City boundaries.
The Gosport site began as a Naval Air Station in 1914
and became RAF Gosport in 1918, following which it was
used in many different roles including administration and

The 1930 coal-fired steam wagon

training, incorporating the Admiralty Information Board
and the RN Survival School. These days, commercial
organisations such as Network Rail send their employees
to HMS Sultan for engineering training.
On conclusion of the visit Prime Warden Richard
Chellew presented Commodore Mark Slawson with a
Worshipful Company of Blacksmiths’ plaque.
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Update – Carpenters Primary School

I

n the July 2009 Newsletter
Christopher Jeal described the
opening ceremony for the
Olympic Garden set up with the help
of Past Prime Warden John Barber
DL, Chairman of the Governors, at
Carpenters School. This large inner

Blacksmith Bex Simonʼs gate at Carpenters School

London Primary school sits right
beside the Olympic Park in a
previously under-developed area
and caters for children from a
wide variety of minority ethnic
backgrounds.
We would like to congratulate the
Headmistress, Sheryll Alexander, and
her staff for the excellent result of
their recent OFSTED inspection. In an
area where the cultural backgrounds
of the pupils are so diverse, they have
addressed the problems and achieved
a friendly and welcoming place. A
“language of the month” is chosen
for study and pupils are encouraged
to greet each other using it; parents
and carers are seen as partners and
encouraged to be active in the school;
projects are built around the Olympic
Garden, swimming and horse-riding.
Sheryll
Alexander
is
very
appreciative of her supportive
Governing body which is fully

The Editor

involved within the school and led by
John Barber, whom she describes as
“a rock for our school”.
The children all received a letter
from OFSTED congratulating them
for all their achievements and
progress made.

John Barber DL and Headmistress Sheryll Alexander

A Private Tour of the Ironwork Galleries at
The Victoria & Albert Museum

O

n the twelfth of July Members of the Company
and their partners joined David and Tessa Brewer
for a fascinating hour-and-a-half’s conducted tour
of the Ironwork Galleries at the Victoria & Albert
Museum. Our tour guides, Dr Tessa Murdoch and

colleagues, provided us with an illuminating insight into
the history of ironwork as we were shown some of the
finest historical and contemporary examples of the
blacksmiths’ craft. The evening finished with an enjoyable
meal at a nearby restaurant.

Lord Mayor’s Show

O

n a cold but bright Saturday
in mid November, the Father,
Peter Rayner, Prime Warden
Richard Chellew, Liverymen, families
and friends waved and cheered from
the stand by St Paul’s as the colourful

procession, that makes the Lord
Mayor’s Show such an enjoyable
event for adults and children alike,
made its way from Guildhall towards
the Law Courts in the Strand. After
the superbly stage-managed event

and with the sound of the bands in
the parade still ringing in their ears
the party was grateful when the
moment came to gather in the
warmth of the Wine Tun for a
convivial lunch.

Liveryman in Veteran Car Run

T

aking part in this year’s London to Brighton Veteran Car Run, the
longest-running motoring event in the world (the first run was in 1896),
was Liveryman John Thring in his 1904 Cadillac Model B. This car is
powered by a single cylinder engine of about 1,800cc mounted transversely
under the seat, nominally 6.5HP but probably more like 9 or 10HP and famous
for firing “once per lamp-post” when up to speed (about 45mph) and going
well. After a challenging 62 mile drive negotiating SE England traffic between
London and Brighton, using the two-speed, epicyclic transmission “Dead Slow
or Stop”, and with almost no brakes, a tired but happy John and passengers
completed the Run in good time.
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John Thring with fellow car enthusiast, Liveryman
Maurice Greenberg

Award Win
Presented by the Craft Warden,
Christopher Childs

Presented by the Third Warden,
Sir David Brewer

The Stanley Allcard Cup

Diploma of Merit

William Holland

Paul Dunkley

The Paul Allen Award

Presented by the

Reserve Champion Blacksmit

Richard Jones

Champion Blacksmith

Will Barker

Alan Perry

James Crossman

Presented by the P
Blacksmith’ Army Cup

Adam Booth

Staff Sergeant Rory Olney

The Requirements for Awards are described on our website www.blacksmithscompany.org.uk
Photography by M. O’Sullivan
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nners 2010
Presented by Baroness Boothroyd

Renter Warden, Donald Barker

th

Reserve National Champion Blacksmith

The Tonypandy Cup

Joshua De Lisle

Stephen Lunn FWCB –
Silver Medal Holder

National Champion Blacksmith

Burial ground sculptural gates

Simon Grant Jones

Stephen Lunn FWCB, Silver
Medal holder, was chosen
for the award for the Burial
ground sculptural gates he
designed and made for
Their Graces the Duke and
Duchess of Northumberland.
The gates were to reflect the
clients’ individual interests.
The stones intertwine with
the roots to represent sandstone removed to create this
site. Sandstone was then
used for the dry stone
walling. The gates are twelve
feet six inches in height and
ten feet wide.

Prime Warden, Richard Chellew
Silver Medal

Gate details

Paul Allen
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The Tonypandy Cup was
given in memory of Lord
Tonypandy (George Thomas:
Speaker of the House of
Commons) who was an
Honorary Member of the
Court of The Worshipful
Company of Blacksmiths.
The Cup may be awarded
annually for a piece which
is considered to be an
outstanding example of the
skill of a blacksmith. The
Company welcomes suggestions from any source for
work which meets the
criteria. A special panel has
been set up to assess the
pieces nominated.

NETS Successes

P

Photography by M. O’Sullivan

aul Allen FWCB, a former New Entrant Training
Scheme (NETS) instructor who was presented with a
Silver Medal at the Awards lunch, was joined by three
former NETS trainees now Award winners in their own
right, here standing beside the table for which Paul was
awarded National Champion Blacksmith in 1994. The table
was purchased by the Worshipful Company of Ironmongers
and now stands in the entrance to Ironmongers’ Hall.
From left to right in the photograph with Paul Allen are:
James Crossman – attended the NETS course in 2001-2003.
He was Reserve Champion Blacksmith in 2009 and
Champion Blacksmith in
2010. He has recently
restored the historic
railings around The
Crescent in Bath.
Simon Grant-Jones
– attended the NETS
course in 1996-1998. He
received the Paul Allen
Award in 1998; was
Reserve National Champion Blacksmith in 2009
and National Champion
Blacksmith in 2010.
Will Barker – attended
the NETS course in 20072009. He received the
Paul Allen Award in 2010
Another former NETS
Paul Allenʼs table
trainee, Simon Summers

Award winners

(not in the photograph), who attended the course in
2007-2009, received the Paul Allen Award in 2009. He has
made a traditional weathercock for the Edwardian Farm
series to be screened shortly for BBC2.
In our last Newsletter we commented upon the threat
overhanging the NETS courses. The above shows that the
career development created by NETS is vital to blacksmiths
in honing their skills. While we are pleased to record that
NETS has been saved for the year 2010/2011 the source of
long-term funding has yet to be secured.
The Clerk would like to thank all those Liverymen who
wrote to their Member of Parliament in support of the
Scheme. In addition, thanks to the numerous letters of
support from professional blacksmiths, he was able to
deliver to the Business Secretary, Dr Vincent Cable, and
the Education Secretary, Mr Michael Gove, an extensive
dossier to demonstrate its importance and value to the
craft, pleading for its continuance.

A Grand Idea Comes To Fruition

T

Nigel Whitehead

After becoming a blacksmith Alan taught metalwork
and art before setting up his own forge in 1972. His
Company, which is based in Cumbria, produces high
quality art and architectural metalwork for clients
worldwide.

wenty two years ago, newly admitted Liveryman
and Silver Medal holder, Blacksmith Alan Dawson
had an idea: this year, as some of you may have
seen on BBC4’s Grand Designs, he brought his idea to
fruition.
Alan’s truly eco-friendly ‘adaptahaus’ prototype was
totally prefabricated by his team to his own design, using
ideas gathered over his thirty years experience of
working with metal in the construction industry. Without
the need for wet trades on site during construction, the
house was up and occupied within four weeks, with
Alan’s engineering skills coming to the fore when the
steel frame of the house had to be lowered to fit
precisely onto the anchor plates, previously accurately set
in the minimal foundations. One firm tap was sufficient
to bring expressions of relief as the frame settled onto
its anchor bolts.
As the name implies the house is adaptable in design
and build and during its lifetime can be reconfigured to
suit changing family circumstances.
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The Great Yorkshire Show

Liveryman John Thring

(A Tale of Sartorial Advancement)

T

he Great Yorkshire Show was
held on the huge permanent
showground at Harrogate,
entailing the usual week-long closure
of Sainsbury’s and well-organised
weather (it only rained overnight,
mostly). Public attendance increased
yet again, as did the number of
animals entered in the competitive
classes; the latter perhaps having been
influenced by the demise of the Royal
Show at Stoneleigh. My personal
impression, however, was that there
were slightly fewer commercial
stands; perhaps an indicator of the
times in which we live.
The Worshipful Company of
Blacksmiths was superbly represented by a stand filled with excellent
work by students and smiths and
with an outside demonstration area.

New hat, so ”Iʼll finish” (John Thring and Jack)

All of this was ably organised and
judged by Mark Constable, who was
to be seen demonstrating with his
usual sartorial inelegance and being
oblivious to flying sparks.
One of our demonstrators was
Paul Dunkley accompanied by his
son Jack who was convinced he
would be able to “pull the girls” of

Liz Thring and Jack Dunkeley

rural Yorkshire by improving his
image. Encouragement in this aim (if
not in its objective) came from
Steward Liz Thring. The first stage of
this exercise was his acquisition of a
flat hat, then subsequent advice from
some properly-dressed old fogie was
that pink socks were not appropriate
wear when flat-hatted. Further forays
to the stands of country-wear
specialists turned our Jack into the
young squire sporting green wellies,

The Edenbridge & Oxted Show

T

Paul Dunkeley and son Jack

moleskin trousers, weskit et al; next
year we shall work on his Master and
his plastic carrier bag.
The stand was ably supported
throughout by Hugh Adams, that
stalwart of the hard-working end of
the WCB spectrum. Hugh stayed
for the duration in the showman’s
van of our usual demonstrator, Ian
Baxter. The overall consensus was of
another successful year for the WCB
in Yorkshire.

London cockney boy to Yorkshire Squire

Maurice Greenberg

progress but also encouraging voting for their favourite
his ever popular Show held over the August Bank
exhibit displayed in the marquee. Each exhibit was
Holiday saw the Worshipful Company of Blacksmiths
numbered and voting slips were posted in a
represented in the Craft
box before being counted towards the end of
category. Liveryman Eric Lamprell
the Show. One Judge seen casting a critical
FWCB organised an impressive
eye over the exhibits was Steve Rook FWCB
exhibition of the Blacksmith’s art
ably assisted by
with a splendid static display within
his wife.
the marquee. Categories included
Among
the
Traditional (produced by hammer &
many Liverymen
hand), Contemporary (produced by any
and their families
method), Gates, Anchors and Utilitarian
visiting the stand
(egg holders, decorative and abstract
was Prime Warden
pieces).
Display centrepiece
Richard Chellew
Beside the marquee were two
and his wife Judy. Sustenance
working forges where, throughout the Show, blacksmiths
was provided throughout the
could be seen competing against the clock making a variety
of items including trivets and rowlocks. A good sound
weekend for the Blacksmiths and
system enabled “Barker” Eric to engage the public, not only
Visitors by Blacksmith Richard
by providing a helpful commentary on the blacksmiths’
Bradshaw’s wife and her helpers.
Steve Rook FWCB judging
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The Royal Norfolk Show

Wendy Alford

T

he Live Blacksmithing area next to the Exhibition
Marquee at the Royal Norfolk Show felt like Dante’s
Inferno to those brave Smiths demonstrating their
skills to a fascinated and sometimes bemused audience.
A steady stream of people passed by and through the
Blacksmiths’ arena and static showcase throughout the
scorching two days in June to witness the craftsmanship of
the Norfolk Smiths.
A wide range of work was displayed, both traditional
and contemporary, from small items such as key fobs and
pendants to gates, benches and large sculptures. Godfrey
South, who kindly judged the exhibits, had no easy task
comparing such an assortment of pieces. A traditionally
forged “mediaeval latch” made by Dave Townsend won
the Show Champion shield with Nigel Barnett’s stunning
red and black poppies sculpture taking Reserve prize.
Much admired by visitors was the Garden Seat in its
elaborate arch, forged by a hundred-plus Smiths at the
Little Fransham Forge-in held only weeks before in
memory of Norfolk Blacksmith Dave Capes.
Meanwhile, things were hotting up in the Live section
with the Wicker Animals man next door looking worried
and the Tortoise stand people behind complaining (good
humouredly) about the additional heat, and concerned
their visitors might think they were barbecuing the

Garden seat in memory of Norfolk Blacksmith, Dave Capes

tortoises! I think this was exacerbated when a frying pan
full of sausages and bacon temporarily replaced lengths of
steel over one of the fires for the “Blacksmiths’ breakfast”.
The Live Competition to make “something to hold a
wine glass” had interesting results including a life size
hand by Jason Greenberry, one of Bill Cordaroy’s famous
dancing figures, forged lettering spelling “wine”, and
various other intriguing shapes. The finished items were
assessed by two guest judges from the flower arranging
section – apparently far more fiercely competitive than
Blacksmiths – briefed by Nigel Barnett to look at
practicality and how well each held the wine glass as well
as appearance. They awarded first prize for a sturdy
stand, hot split and scrolled and with variously twisted
stem, by Wendy Alford. There was no second prize but
the judges were keen to point out they also liked Clive’s
(Bure Valley Forge) curly wurly affair, spiked for sticking
in the ground.
At the end of the Show all the Smiths agreed that they had
had an enjoyable couple of days with lots of interest
generated, old acquaintances renewed and the prospect of
new commissions. Thanks go to Nigel Barnett for his
supreme effort battling the Show Executive bureaucracy
and managing under severe financial restraint to get the
Show “on the road”.

Wendy Alford receiving First Prize in the Live Competition

From Past Prime Warden Hugh Adams
The Blacksmithing Exhibition was
moved to the Royal Norfolk Showground some 10/11 years ago. The
running of it was taken over by Bill
Cordaroy AWCB. and his wife Jan.
They were assisted by Bill’s right hand
man, Jason Greenberry. The last two
Shows have been a transitional period
with Nigel Barnett AWCB. and his
wife, Angie taking over the reins.
I would like to take this opportunity

to thank Bill, Jan and Jason for their
time and effort and for what they
achieved with the Show in turning it
into the success it is today. I would
also like to thank Nigel and Angie for
volunteering to take over the overall
running and administration. I know
Nigel has some brilliant ideas for the
future and the Worshipful Company of
Blacksmiths can rest assured that we
are in safe hands.
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Jason Greenberry, Bill and Jan Cordaroy

Charles Normandale FWCB – Eminent Master
Blacksmith

C

harles excelled at model making from an early age and was fascinated by how things worked. During his
rebellious teens he came home with a wheelbarrow full of motor scooter parts bought from a neighbour.
His mother thought it would keep him quiet for the summer but in two weeks he had the bike on the road.

As a reckless youth tearing around the
two screens for the ruined church of St John’s,
Surrey countryside on larger and larger
Stanmore; brass lamps and brackets for the
motorbikes he was somewhat directionless
King’s staircase in Kensington Palace; and
until one lunch time, hearing music coming
numerous items for the Tower of London. In
from a forge on a village green, he went to
1997 Charles received the Halifax Design
investigate. This was the beginning of a
Award for the gates at Winchester College.
lifelong friendship with Master Blacksmith
When Millennium fever swept the UK,
Rowland Ross, who had trained as a
Charles won a commission to produce all
blacksmith in Germany in the 1960’s under
the street furniture for West Street, Fareham.
the fiery genius, Werner Holzbacher.
Items were to be made in wrought iron in
Post-war Germany was afire with new
deference to a local celebrity, Henry Cort,
ideas in the Bauhaus genre and Rowland’s
known for his invention of the wrought iron
approach celebrated the Bauhaus philosophy
puddling system. Being close to Fareham,
of ‘truth to materials’, combining the
Wheely Down Forge became a focal location
traditional techniques of the blacksmith with
for other competition artists who came from
exploration of aesthetic surface texture, light
Russia, Poland, Finland and Germany.
and shade, and use of connections as focal
Edward Fokin finished his sculptural Trees
decorative detail. He shared this passionate
of Life in Charles rural yard. It was an
belief with Charles who understood and
incongruous sight to see him applying the
Winchester College Gates
embraced these Bauhaus’ principles of art
finishing coats to his sculpture surrounded
and design. Charles served his apprenticeship with
by curious men in plus fours on their way to diminish the
Rowland from 1970 to 1976.
local pheasants.
In 1983, Charles won an open art competition for the
Southampton City Council Arts & Heritage Department
design of a twenty metre frieze for the Institute of Chartered
commissioned Charles in 2003 to create three public art
Accountants in London. Judged by Sir Hugh Casson,
projects on the site of Holy Rood Church in Southampton
William Whitfield and the Countess of Airlee this was the
High Street. This was to become the new National Mariners’
turning point in Charles’ career. This high profile and
Memorial. Bombed in 1940, the church remained open to the
substantial commission gave Charles the incentive to ‘go it
sky and Charles created a seven metre wide, three metre
alone’. Converting a group of redundant buildings in the
high chancel screen to secure the nave; made in mild steel
Meon Valley, Hampshire, he established Wheely Down
with bronze clasps, it has a flock of stainless steel seagulls
Forge. With sparse equipment and assisted by friends like
flying through representing the souls of mariners. Screens
Terry Clark, Charles created the four ton mild steel and
were designed for the newly refurbished Titanic Memorial
bronze-coated frieze which was installed in 1984. Between
together with 35 metres of railing securing the site.
forging huge sections of the frieze, Charles, who had joined
Throughout his career Charles has spent time
BABA in its infancy, worked with Terry Clark organising
developing sculpture in tandem with other projects. A
events for the 1984 BABA conference at Ironbridge.
sculpture, Parting, went on a Brighton Museum Metal
In 1993 Charles was
and Motion touring exhibition organised by the Henry
admitted to the Worshipful
Moore Foundation and the Arts Council in 1988. In 2004,
Company of Blacksmiths
recognising a growing demand for large scale public art
having been proposed by
pieces, Charles invited artist and designer Julie Brooks-Hill
the congenial “Tommy”
to join the creative team.
Tucker, who persuaded him
In 2005 he won a landmark commission for the centre of
that it would be good for
Lowestoft – Spirits of Lowestoft – comprising five stainless
his career and that he
steel Bewick swans flying in from the sea on a nine metre
might actually enjoy the
spiralling structure. This was followed by two seven and ten
association in future years; a
metre high entrance sculptures for Southsea town centre
forecast that has proved
entitled Wave, incorporating fibre-optic lighting.
Section of ICA freize
correct. Four years later
Charles then won three major commissions in Northern
Charles was awarded the
Ireland; a sculpture Across the Sun & Moon, for the New
Company’s Silver Medal,
Downe Hospital in Downpatrick; Tails of Flight for the
the holder of which enjoys the title “Eminent Master
promenade at Newcastle beside the Slieve Donard Hotel;
Blacksmith”.
and a stainless steel water feature, A Twister Twisting, for
During the 1990’s Charles was selected by the architect
the refurbished Castle Park Walled Gardens in Bangor.
Martin Caroe to work on a number of challenging
In January 2009 one of Charles’ sons, William, was
commissions. These included a set of glazed screens and a
apprenticed to Charles through the Worshipful Company
door in steel, bronze and oak forming a private area for
of Blacksmiths.
prayer in the Crypt of Rochester Cathedral; fifteen steel and
Examples of Charles work can be seen on:
bronze down-lighters for St Giles’s Church, Cripplegate;
www.charlesnormandale.com.
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One Man’s Vision – The Camelia
Botnar Foundation Nigel Whitehead

T

he Camelia Botnar Foundation
was established in 1979 by
Octav Botnar and his wife,
Marcela, in memory of their only
child, Camelia, who was killed in a
car accident at the age of twenty.
Arriving in Britain in 1966 and
speaking no English, Octav Botnar
had within five years set up Nissan
UK Limited which was to become
one of the most successful private
companies in the UK. He was a
great philanthropist who, through
Nissan UK Limited and The Camelia
Botnar Foundation, made donations
to charity in excess of £100 million
during his lifetime.

maintenance, garden centre and
horticulture, pottery, light building
work, and painting and decorating,
are encouraged to aim for National
Vocational qualifications, Key Skills
certification and other relevant
vocational qualifications. The Foundation has its own Key Skills Tutor
on site for tutoring individually or in
small groups as required.
Living accommodation is initially
provided in the Main House on the
Estate with breakfast and evening
meals being taken in the main dining
room. In due course, trainees will
move to the Coach House which is
close to the Main House and, when

The fully equipped ironwork workshop

The Foundation is situated in the
heart of the West Sussex countryside
and includes over 500 acres of mixed
arable, open grazing and woodlands.
It provides residential training and
work experience, helping young
people to learn a skilled trade,
embark on a useful career path and
successfully make their own way in
life. It is nothing short of inspirational
and is entirely self-funding. In effect,
the Foundation provides a second
chance to succeed for young people
who, for whatever reason, are in
special need due to circumstances
outside their control.
Trainees, who can choose from
metalwork, cabinet-making, joinery,
catering,
estate
and
grounds

they are considered capable and
ready, independent accommodation
is provided in a number of cottages
on the Estate, where trainees cater
entirely for themselves.
No fees or other charges are made
for the training. The Foundation is a
non-profit making organisation and
the income generated by business
activities helps to fund the charity.
Trainees are paid by the hour, on a
monthly basis, with weekly subs to
assist with cash management, from
which a deduction is made to
contribute towards board and lodging
costs, and an amount is also deducted
for savings with the aim of building
up a lump sum for use towards
accommodation and other costs when
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the trainee eventually leaves the
Foundation.
No prior experience or knowledge
of working with metal is necessary for
those who decide to join the Ironwork
Department. Trainees who show an
aptitude for the work will, under
the watchful eye of their tutor, Tim
Clements, soon become competent to
make products of increasing difficulty
and intricacy which will subsequently
be sold through Camelia Botnar
Homes and Gardens. They are given
comprehensive hands-on training in
the art of welding, gas cutting,
fabrication and blacksmithing. The
Architectural Wrought Ironwork
Department is fully equipped with
forges, large power hammer,
hydraulic guillotine, ring-roller and
large power drill, as well as the
traditional hand tools, anvil and other
forge equipment.
To see for yourself the splendid
work done by the trainees and offered
for sale, just visit Camelia Botnar
Homes & Gardens near Cowfold,
West Sussex, where you can also
enjoy a cup of tea or an excellent
meal in the Camelia Botnar Bistro.
Alternatively, see the pieces made by
the trainees and entered for the Young
Craftsman of the Year Award at the
South of England Show at Ardingly in
June 2011.
A special word of thanks is owed to
the Chief Executive, Emma Mitchell,
and Blacksmith Tim Clements for
allocating a day to showing Hugh
Adams, myself and my wife, Marion,
around the Estate.

Turning Back Time for the Blacksmiths Craft
Simon Grant-Jones AWCB

I

n summer 2009 I received an interesting phone call. A
cautious voice on the other end of the line said “Sorry
to bother you, but are you a real blacksmith?”. My
immediate thought was that I was about to be asked to
shoe a horse as, from my experience, the public perception
of a blacksmith is someone who shoes horses. I replied,
equally cautiously, “Yes, I specialise in traditional forged
metalwork, mostly tool making”. “Great, that’s just what
we are looking for!” was the excited, almost relieved,
response.
This was the beginning of my association with Wall to
Wall TV, the production company commissioned by the
BBC to make the fascinating historical documentary series
Turn Back Time – the High Street, on BBC1.
The series would portray a hundred years of British high
street shopping between the 1870s and the 1970s and was
to be shot in the picturesque market town of Shepton
Mallet. It would also include a Grocer, a Baker, a Butcher
and a Dressmaker. My role was that of an Ironmonger and
Blacksmith in 1870s Victorian England through to the 1940s
when traditional craftsmen began disappearing from our
high streets.
I was obviously intended to be an affluent craftsman
being given two businesses to run, the Ironmongers shop
and the forge. The shop had been an Ironmonger’s, at least
from the early 1900s, as depicted in many period postcards
brought in by enthusiastic locals. Over the four periods I
ran the shop it took on different guises, starting as an
Ironmonger’s in the 1870s and finishing as a Hardware
shop in the 1940s. It seemed a fitting tribute to the original
shopkeepers to reopen these premises for the purpose for
which they had originally been used.
The forge was built as a “set” using period equipment
sourced mostly by myself and other colleagues. James
Crossman, the current Live Champion, supplied an early
Alldays and Onions cast iron forge, Hector Cole the
authentic coal it used and Syd Blackmore, a Dorset Smith,
the bellows which came from a Devon Forge and date from
about 1880. Richard Jones, the current Reserve Live
Champion, gave a day of his own time to commission the

Simon and assistant outside his shop

forge, as I was not allowed to see anything beforehand.
We not only had to trade authentically, but also had to live
the period, even when the cameras were switched off. It
was really one big living history lesson.
The question now most often asked of me is “What did
you learn from all of this?”. To answer fully would take
several pages, so I will mention the most memorable
aspects. Virtually living and working as a blacksmith
through several historical periods was a once in a lifetime
opportunity and I now have a far greater appreciation of
the hardships endured, and the high levels of skill needed,
by our forebears to make even the most meagre of livings.
The sense of community that was very much alive on the
high street in days gone by has sadly been lost, not just
among traders but also the public. There is, however, still a
hint of this unity within our ancient craft, noticeable
especially at the many public blacksmithing events staged
annually. Most importantly, I have had a huge insight into
how blacksmithing and other trades have become
devalued by cheap imports and also, as a consequence of
living in more affluent times, people now throw things
away (even if not broken) and buy new.
I am hoping that my small contribution to this project
will go some way towards giving the blacksmiths’ craft a
boost and reaffirm the recognition of high quality
craftsmanship that we so rightly deserve

New Liverymen
Timothy Roy Mackereth left the army and became a
student of blacksmithing at Warwickshire College. His
outstanding potential was recognised by the grant of a
Bursary from the Company. He acquired a disused forge at
Anwick in Lincolnshire and he has established himself as
a leading contemporary blacksmith with major works such
as the Eagle that was featured in Newsletter number 35.
We wish both Alan and Tim continued success in the
craft and hope that they will still be able to find the time
to participate in Company events.

It was entirely appropriate that at the Michaelmas
Court that preceded the Awards Luncheon the two
admissions to the Livery should both be professional
blacksmiths.
Kenneth Alan Dawson (always known as Alan) has
his own business based in Workington, Cumbria. He is a
Silver Medallist and, in addition to his outstanding skills,
he has contributed to the development of blacksmithing
as a founder member of the British Artists Blacksmith
Association (BABA).
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Diary of Events 2011
Epiphany Court & Luncheon
Wardens’ Court
Ladyday Court & Luncheon
United Guilds’ Service
ANNUAL BANQUET
Wardens’ Court
Summer Event
Election of Sheriffs
Midsummer Court and Luncheon
Election Court
Wardens’ Court
Election of the Lord Mayor
Michaelmas Court and
Awards Luncheon
Lord Mayor’s Show
Wardens’ Court
Carol Service

Show Dates 2011
North Somerset Show
Devon County Show
Royal Bath and West Show
Royal Cornwall Show
South of England Show
Three Counties Show
Royal Highland Show
Royal Norfolk Show
Great Yorkshire Show
Royal Welsh Show
New Forest Show
Edenbridge and Oxted Show
Dorset County Show

13th January
24th February
31st March
1st April
15th April
11th May
20th-22nd May
24th June
30th June
28th July
8th September
3rd October
20th October
12th November
1st December
16th December

2nd May
19th-21st May
1st-4th June
9th-11th June
9th-11th June
17th-19th June
24th-27th June
29th-30th June
12th-14th July
18th-21st July
26th-28th July
28th-29th August
3rd-4th September

SHOWS IN ITALICS ARE SUPPORTED BY THE WBC
BUT ARE NOT ON THE NBCC CIRCUIT

Ironwork Judging Seminar

I

n the last issue of the Newsletter the Ironwork Judging
Seminar article included photographs of good and poor work.
The good work included new railings in wrought iron, installed
at the British Olympic Association offices in London, which
was the work of Yorkshire based blacksmith Chris Topp & Co
Limited, as was the scrollwork also shown here.

New railings in wrought iron

Scrollwork in wrought iron

Significant Figures in
Arts & Crafts Today

Copies of photographs

C

opies of the excellent photographs taken by Michael
O’Sullivan, of the Awards Luncheon and other
formal events and reproduced in the Newsletter can be
obtained directly from:
www.michaelosullivanphotography.co.uk
or michaelphotography@tiscali.co.uk
Telephone: 020 8363 8350

A

book entitled Significant Figures in Arts & Crafts
Today which features eighty six people in the UK,
including Bob Hobbs FWCB, is to be published shortly.
The book has a recommended retail price of £25 but if
ordered before going to press is available for £15 plus p&p.
An abbreviated version of the book can be viewed on line
at www.significantfigures.derekreayphotography.co.uk.
For a copy of the book contact David Reay, tel: 07702
786643 or 01753 864929. All proceeds from the sale of the
book will be donated to the charity, Diabetes UK.

Editor: Nigel Whitehead
e-mail: nigelbw@tiscali.co.uk
Telephone: 01580 713302

Worshipful Company of Blacksmiths’ Shop
Prices:
• Livery Tie
• ‘Social Tie’
• Umbrella
• Cuff Links
• Brooches

£10 (Liverymen only)
£22
£15
£66.50
£45

All items available from the Clerk, Christopher Jeal.
A limited supply might be available at Court luncheons.
Published by: The Worshipful Company of Blacksmiths. Printed by: Shooter & Mallet, 11 Agaton Road, New Eltham, London SE9 3RN. Tel: 020 8859 5070.
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