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The Hon. Bruce Hacking, the Master Haberdasher, presents the Tonypandy Cup to Anthony and Simon Robinson

Detail from the ‘Dragon Gates’ – see article on pages 4 & 5

Awards Luncheon

Photography by M. O’Sullivan

Blacksmiths’ achievements saluted

O

n Thursday 2nd October 148
people, Liverymen, personal
guests and Company guests
gathered at Painter Stainers' Hall for
the Michaelmas Court and Awards
luncheon. This is always a very special
occasion as it is not only the first
formal event of the Prime Warden's
year but it is also the occasion when
the members of the Company can
salute and acknowledge the
achievements of working blacksmiths.
There were three recipients of the
Diploma of Merit. They were: Clive
Mockford, James Cooper and Ian
Parmenter. Their certificates were
presented by John Smith, the Fourth
Warden who is also Chairman of the
Craft Committee.
It is most encouraging that, after
some years absence, there is again a
competition for the Blacksmiths
Army Cup. It was won by Corporal
Eric Corfield REME and the
presentation was made by The Third
Warden, Barry Graham
Some years ago Paul Allen donated
an award for the best New Entrants
Training Scheme student. This year his
decision was that it should be awarded
to John Ball who received his award,
and cash prize, from the Third Warden.
The Stanley Allcard Cup is awarded
to a student at the National School
of Blacksmithing recommended by
the Senior Tutor, Adrian Legge. His
decision was in favour of Michael
Fleming who, unfortunately, was
unable to collect it personally. The
new John Webb Cup is awarded on the
same basis to a student at Warwick
College on the recommendation of
its Senior Tutor, Ian Parmenter.
The Medals awarded by the

Company are greatly coveted and
Simon Robinson has fully earned his
Bronze Medal: the separate article on
the Tonypandy Cup shows why. The
Renter Warden John Shreeves made
this presentation.
The competition among Blacksmiths
at the County Shows is always fierce
and we were pleased to recognise the
efforts of Len Hutton as National
Championship Blacksmith with Robert
Hobbs as Reserve while Richard Jones
showed great skill in winning the title
Champion Blacksmith for 2003.
We were greatly honoured by the
presence at the luncheon of The Master
Haberdasher, The Hon Bruce Hacking.
He made the presentation of the
Tonypandy Cup to Anthony Robinson
and Simon Robinson. The greeting
that they received from those present
was a recognition of their achievement
over such a broad range of artefacts
(see separate article) at their contract
in Eire. The patron of the commission,
with his wife, were also at the
luncheon.
The recipients of all the awards
w e re f u l l y d e s e r v i n g o f t h e i r
recognition but in this, as in all areas of
competition, if it were not for those
who take part but do not necessarily
win then standards would soon slip.
It is the skill and enthusiasm shown
so consistently by practitioners of
the art and mystery of blacksmithing
that makes being a Liveryman of The
Worshipful Company of Blacksmiths
so worthwhile. We look forward to
greeting the award winners in
September this year after another
summer of competition.
An anonymous and
fascinated Liveryman

At the Michaelmas Court and Awards
luncheon Mrs Russ Webb made the
first presentation of the John Webb
Cup to Simon Wilkinson, a student at
Warwick College. Mrs Webb donated
the Cup for presentation each year to a
student at Warwickshire in memory of
her late husband,Liveryman John Webb.

Charter on display at Banquet to
celebrate 400th Anniversary

Queen Elizabeth 1 on 20th April 1571.
This Charter lays down much of our
existing structure, government, control
of the craft etc. It also unites
Blacksmiths and Spurriers.
On 21st March 1604 we received a
Second Charter from King James 1. The
difference in dates is accounted for by
the change to the Gregorian calendar
in 1752. Thus the contemporary
anniversary of 1st April.
The King James Charter did no more

than ratify the Elizabethan Charter and
we take very little cognisance of it. It
seems that Charters were a popular
method (with the Sovereign anyway) of
raising money.
The Charter recites James as King of
England, Scotland and France. It refers
to this Company as:
"…de lez Blacksmiths, Blacksmith
Spurriers and Bladesmiths of our
London".
The Great Seal remains intact.

THE CHARTER
Granted by King James I
on 1st April 1604

Blacksmiths were incorporated by
King Edward ll in 1325, by ancient
prescription. This means having existed
for longer than recorded history.
We were granted our first Charter by
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Lance Corporal Eric Corfield receives the
Blacksmiths Army Cup from the Third Warden

First Award of the
John Webb Cup

Visit to the Docklands Museum
History of the City brought to life

O

n Wednesday 26th November
a total of 23 Liverymen and
their guests, led by Prime
Warden Rodney Bole and Wendy,
made their way to Docklands to visit
this newly opened extension of the
London Museum. It specialises in
the history of London's river and
docks and is housed in a beautifully
restored
Nineteenth
Century
warehouse at West India Quay. The
external setting is a spectacular
modern cityscape with the line of
old warehouses dwarfed by
s k y s c r a p e r o ff i c e b l o c k s a n d
apartments, surrounding a dock full
of pleasure-craft.
Inside we were introduced to our
guide, Dr Tom Waring, a Museum
Curator, who explained that the
galleries were on three floors and
were arranged chronologically from
the third floor downwards. We set
off and were soon plunged into
Roman Londinium, with a wealth of
artefacts, maps and illustrations
from this period. There followed a
series of further displays chronicling
the Saxon, Norman and Medieval
ports, including a spectacular 1:50
scale model of Old London Bridge.
The next sequence of galleries
illustrated trade expansion during
the 16th Century including the
formation of trading companies such
as the East India Company and the
Africa Company plus "Legal Quays",
established by Elizabeth l in 1558 for
the collection of dues from cargoes.
Displays included the building of
London's first wet docks at
Rotherhithe and a "touch screen"

journey to China aboard the
Indiaman, "Falmouth", which
introduced the concept of world
trade, navigation and the perils of
merchant navigation.
A particularly spectacular exhibit
was the Rheinbeck Panorama giving
a balloon's eye view of the Upper
Pool of London circa. 1810, from
several hundred feet above the
Thames just off the Tower of
London, illustrating a hive of
activity, on water and ashore, in
incredible detail.
Next,
we
experienced
the
"Coming of the Docks", the creation
of the vast dock basins on the
Isle of Dogs (1802), Wapping (1805)
and Rotherhithe (1806-12). A
dramatised film sequence depicted
the personalities behind these
developments in heated discussion
with those that opposed them. This
era was brought to life further by a
visit to "Sailortown", where we were
immersed within the theatrical
recreation of riverside streets and
alleyways behind the early Victorian
Wapping waterfront. We passed a
chandlers shop window, a ship
builders yard and listened to music
and revelry coming from the Maul
and Pear Tree public house. There
followed a series of linked galleries
depicting London as the "First Port
of the Empire" and the "Warehouse
of the World".
Approaching more recent times
we experienced "Docklands at War",
including a video presentation
documenting the first few days of
the Blitz using rarely seen Fire

Brigade film. There was further film
and oral testimonies of the Port's
role in the Dunkirk rescue and secret
projects including the construction
of the Maunsell Forts and the huge
breakwaters for the Mulberry
Harbours. Finally, in "New Port",
"New City" we explored the
regeneration of derelict docklands
into the architectural spectacle of
London's new business district,
Canary Wharf, and the renaissance
of the whole region.
The sheer volume and scale of the
activities across the centuries were
brought to life by wonderfully
detailed models of various types of
ships, plans and paintings of the
Docklands areas and, to illustrate
more recent times, rare early
photographs and cine-film. There
were also interactive displays and
a wealth of information on the
people of Docklands, including
those characters who operated on
the "darker" side of the law. Our
guide was a mine of information
and patiently answered all our
questions and kept us entertained
and involved throughout the tour.
Afterwards we repaired to the
1802 Wine Bar, attached to the
Museum, and enjoyed a most hearty
supper in convivial company.
As I walked out of the Museum
and back into the 21st Century
spectacle of illuminated skyscrapers,
I wondered what those early Roman
builders would have made of it all.
I think that they would have been
pretty impressed.
Geoffrey Abraham

King Charles 1 granted us our Third
Charter on 15th February 1638 which
re-iterates in full the Elizabethan
Charter while modifying and adding
various regulations where we had
found that the Second Charter did not
work well or omitted to cover certain
aspects of our trade.
It was almost two years later that
King Charles 1 approved our detailed
Ordinances. It is the King Charles
Charter and Ordinances that govern us

today; these work remarkably well
with only the occasional modification.
Under the Charles 1 Charter we have
to pay to the Crown the sum of forty
shillings, or its equivalent, in good coin
of the Realm. This is to enable us to
retain our rights and privileges under
the Charters. The sum of two pounds is
collected from us most assiduously
each year by The Crown Estate
Commissioners.
By kind permission of Stephen

Freeth, the Keeper of Prints at Guildhall
Library, we were able to display the
Charter granted by King James 1 at our
Banquet the date of which co-incided
with that of the original grant.
(Notes prepared by the Hon
Archivist, Past Prime Warden, Peter
Rayner).
(The Clerk has a supply of full
colour unframed prints of the Charter
and they can be bought from him
for £8).
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Tonypan

A

Outstanding workman

nthony and Simon Robinson
began an extensive series of
works in August 1994 for a
client in Eire. The works finished in
October 2003 with the 'Dragon'
Gates.
The rebuilding of the house
started with a 'staircase'. For the
client this was to be no ordinary
staircase but he asked "Can you
make it like a waterfall?" This was
to be executed in stainless steel and
when the staircase arrived the client
was thrilled. He then directed that
all other work by Anthony and
Simon Robinson on the estate should
be in stainless steel.
The finish of all the stainless steel
in the house is given a lovely soft
look by careful use of abrasives and
leaving some of the forging black,
like pewter. All external stainless
steel has been subject to electropolishing which is now becoming
duller and softer to the eye.
When all this was finished the
client told Tony Robinson that his
father had been Welsh and a
Welshman had built the house 200
years ago and so he wanted Welsh

The items created,
all in stainless steel,
were:

NEW
LIVERYMEN

At the Michaelmas Court the Third
Warden, Barry Graham, introduced
his nominee Patrick David Coppeard.
Patrick is a retired stockbroker having

The Dragon Gates, part of the suite of stainless steel items that won the Tonypandy Cup for Anthon

'Waterfall staircase'
two fire places

four internal gates
lights

stappers and curtain holders

flower holders

a balcony with seats

two musical grilles
(one treble clef, one base clef)

curtain poles and curtain holders

100ft long 'tuning fork' fence

worked for Merrill lynch. He was
keen to become involved with the
traditions of the City of London
after the hectic pace of the financial
centre of the City.
"Jash" Joshi was admitted to the
Livery at the Epiphany Court,

having been nominated by George
Andrews.
Jash is the Managing
Director of a company supplying the
oil and engineering industries. He
travels the world as part of his
work and, judging by the Company
events that he has attended, he
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ndy cup

nship in stainless steel

ny and Simon Robinson

beautiful three-dimensional
balustrade/screen incorporating
stairs hand-rail (in mild steel)
gates with locks

forty feet curved balustrade with
lights

manages to adjust his busy
schedule to include the Blacksmiths
Company.
Both of our new Liverymen are
welcome to the Company and we
look forward to seeing them at
future Company events.

Photography by D. Barker

Dragons for his gates and "to hell
with convention".
The client recounts that Tony
Robinson took an old envelope from
his pocket and within 20 minutes
had drawn the basic design of the
gates. It then took him and Simon
five months to make the gates. They
are 16 ft wide and curved to
approximately 10 ft to its highest.
The design is totally threedimensional and the gates have
automatic electronic locks.
The assessors for the award
believed that this truly monumental
project in stainless steel, which also
incorporates ceramic, stone and
Conemara marble, should receive the
Tonypandy Cup. This, with all the
other works, show skill and total
mastery in the medium of forged
stainless steel. The finest artistic
engineering, the design and its
execution in the medium of stainless
steel and the fitting which is so
artistically executed with no plated
nuts and bolts, all contributed to the
assessors justification for the award
of the Tonypandy Cup to Anthony
and Simon Robinson.

six other staircases

wall candle holders

artistic screen over three floors

life-size repousse nude

at least eight door handles with locks
light incorporating dinner gong
trap door

inside grilles

electric grilles (two musical)
gargoyle lights and grilles

POST OF LORD CHANCELLOR

The City Remembrancer recently
wrote to the Clerks of all the Livery
Companies to ask if the post of
Lord Chancellor had any function
under our Charters. The Honorary
Archivist carried out the necessary
research and it appears that in an
5

Act of 1503 the Lord Chancellor
had the power to approve the
Ordinances of Livery Companies.
We advised the Remembrancer and
were assured that the power had
been repealed in an Act passed in
1993.

The Books of Colin Gilpin

C

Major resource loaned to Warwickshire College

olin Gilpin was a distinguished
blacksmith who had built up a
considerable library of books
relating to all aspects of the art and
craft of blacksmithing. After his death,
and with no specific direction as to
the fate of the books, his sister, Mrs
Jose Crichton, contacted the Clerk
to see if the collection would be of
interest to The Worshipful Company
of Blacksmiths.
The Clerk met Mrs Crichton and,
subsequently, with experienced 'smiths
was given the opportunity to examine
them. It was agreed that the volumes
represented a first class collection of
reference works representing the whole
spectrum of work across the centuries.
This included some spectacular and

detailed drawings of some of the finest
work of that Master Blacksmith, Tijou.
Thanks to the generosity of Past
Prime Warden Ralph Gabriel and his
sons, Assistant Keith Gabriel and
Liveryman Tim Gabriel the books were
bought on behalf of the Company.
Where they should be located then had
to be decided.
Warwickshire College has a thriving
blacksmith course and also possesses
a purpose-designed library. The
Librarian agreed that the collection
could be deposited there and
undertook to catalogue over two
hundred books.
They have been
security tagged, and so can not be
removed.
They now provide a
wonderful accessible resource for

The representatives of the Company and Warwickshire College
Past Prime Warden
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GOLDEN
ANNIVERSARY

We congratulate Past Prime Warden Rodney Lyons
on his direct association with The Worshipful
Company of Blacksmiths of 50 years. He was
apprenticed to his father, Henry Aaron Lyons, on
10th December 1953 and was granted the Livery in
1960. In 1989 he was elected to the Court of
Assistants and, during that time, was a most
successful Chairman of the Craft Committee. He
became Prime Warden in 1996.

VISIT TO CHINA

In October 2003 the then Lord Mayor of London,
Alderman Gavin Arthur, visited China. He was
accompanied by Alderman David Brewer, who
is an Honorary Member of the Court of The
Worshipful Company of Blacksmiths. David is no
stranger to China having worked there for many
years. He estimates that he has travelled there
more than 100 times in the last 22 years.
Overseas visits are an important feature of the
Lord Mayor's year in office as he seeks to promote
the financial services that are located here.

WEBSITE

Ralph Gabriel and Dr Barry Graham proudly display one of the detailed drawings
to the Head of Studies at Warwickshire College

students at the College and are available to students from
elsewhere and anybody who is interested in the craft.
Each volume has a bookplate confirming the donors, their
original source and the ownership by this Company and this
element completed the Gabriel family involvement as it was
designed by Ralph Gabriel's grandson Hugh. To mark the
completion of the cataloguing of the books, the inclusion of
the bookplates and the installation of the collection in one
dedicated area of the library, representatives of the Company
attended a formal handover in July last year.
The party from the Company included the Prime Warden,
Barry Graham, Past Prime Warden Ralph Gabriel, Past Prime
Warden Peter Rayner (the Hon Archivist), Assistant John
Smith (Chairman of the Craft Committee) and the Clerk
Christopher Jeal.
7

The Company's website is now well established
and has attracted over 4500 visits. It enables
Liverymen to update their own contact details.
When this occurs the Clerk is automatically
advised. There is much useful information
displayed including links with other sites.
Several times I have had people ring up to
enquire about blacksmiths. It has been possible
to guide them through the site while I look at the
same page and explain the information that is
presented. When somebody is seeking the services
of a blacksmith I always ask them to search through
the Directory, pointing out that they can check on
the level of experience if the practitioner has the
letters FWCB or AWCB after their name by looking
at the Awards page.
I never make a recommendation of a blacksmith
if they are seeking somebody to undertake work for
them.
Christopher Jeal

CUFF LINKS

A further supply of Company cuff links has been
obtained. Sets are available from the Clerk at a cost
of £49.50 per set.

Canterbury Cathedral

O

n the weekend of 12th and 13th July
2003 three working blacksmiths
represented The Worshipful Company
of Blacksmiths at a stone carving festival in the
precincts of Canterbury Cathedral. They
were; Len Hutton, a Silver Medallist and
currently National Championship Blacksmith;
Dave Harman and Eric Lamprell, both
Liverymen and Bronze Medal holders.
Over the weekend Len, Dave and Eric
produced a magnificent Torchere (flower
stand) which incorporated gargoyles and a
dragon to match the Gothic architecture of the
Cathedral.
Over the two days it was estimated that
12,000 people passed through the Cathedral

County Show Dates
Devon County
Royal Bath & West
South of England
Three Counties
East of England

precincts. Many showed a great interest in the
blacksmiths' craft.
The stone carving festival was organised
by the Stone Masonry department of
the Cathedral and was attended by some
85 stonemasons from across Europe. Each
mason had to create a section of a stone
fountain which will be erected in the grounds
of Strode Park at Herne, near Canterbury. It
houses a local charity that takes care of people
with mental and physical disabilities.
At the end of the Festival Len, Eric and
Dave donated the Torchere to Mrs Meardon
the head of flower arranging at the
Cathedral. It is now in use in the Corona of
the Cathedral.
Royal Highland
Royal Norfolk
Royal Show
Great Yorkshire
Royal Welsh
New Forest
Edenbridge & Oxted

20th - 22nd May
2nd - 5th June
10th - 12th June
11th - 13th June
18th - 20th June

Photography by L. Hutton

Blacksmiths and Stonemasons display their ancient skills

The completed Torchere

24th - 27th June
30th June - 1st July
4th - 7th July
7th - 9th July
19th - 22nd July
27th - 29th July
29th - 30th August

The Prime Warden’s Diary – A busy time in office

Since the beginning of his year of
office Rodney Bole has been busy
representing the Company at various
events. These include:
DINNERS
The Society of Apothecaries
Mercers, Grocers, Haberdashers of
Richmond, Yorkshire
Cutlers of London
Pewterers Company
Wheelwrights Company
Guild of Freemen of the City of
London
LUNCHEON
Farriers Company

There were visits to the Chiltern
Open Air Museum and REME and the
presentation of prizes at the

COMPANY DIARY

Edenbridge and Oxted Show.

CITY EVENTS
It is important that the Company is
reperesented at City events at such as:

Reception for the British Paralympic
Team at Mansion House
Presentation of Shrieval Chain to
Sheriff Elect Geoffrey Bond
Firefighters Memorial dedication at
St. Paul's Cathedral
Annual Exhibition of Fine Art at
Painters' Hall
Presentation of Shrieval Chain to
Sheriff Elect Nicholas Ansty
The Election of the Lord Mayor
The Worshipful Company of
Musicians Evensong at St. Paul's
Cathedral
City of London Branch of the British

Legion 'Poppy' Ceremony at St
Paul's Cathedral
Lord Mayor's Address to Masters,
Prime Wardens and Clerks
City University Awards Guildhall
Reception and presentation for
Ironbridge Gorge Museum

In addition, of course, the Prime
Warden has presided over meetings
of the Wardens' Court and the
Quarterly Court. He is entitled to
attend all committee meetings and
these add to a very full diary.
There are increasingly more
functions that are for the benefit of the
ladies and Wendy Bole attended Tea
at Mansion House at which the Lady
Mayoress was host.

Note for your Diary: The House of Lords Luncheon will be held on Tuesday 15th June 2004
www.blacksmithscompany.org.uk
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