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Blacksmiths Millennium Project

T

Company instigates medical research

he Court of Assistants of
the Worshipful Company of
Blacksmiths debated long and
hard about how to mark the
Millennium in a suitable way. The
idea of sponsoring a piece of Medical
Research was put forward by Past
Prime Warden Rodney Lyons and it
was soon embraced enthusiastically
by the whole Court.
The only
perceived problem was how could
we allocate sufficient funds to such
an award to make it worthwhile?
The Father of the Company, Dr
John Beale MD, agreed to explore the
idea with the President and Dean of
the Faculty Occupational Medicine of
the Royal College of Physicians.
One of the bodies he consulted was
The Faculty of Occupational Medicine.
In order to become Fellows of
the Faculty candidates had to carry
out a piece of approved research.
Such aspirants are usually in paid
employment which can take care of
a major element of the costs. What
they need is funding for special
investigations and incidental expenses.
Professor Sykes (President of the
Faculty) and Dr John Beale decided
that the sum of £5,000 was adequate
for such a purpose.
The Court approved the idea and an
advertisement in the Faculty’s Journal
produced two very good proposals;
one a survey of the health of
Blacksmiths in Devon and Cornwall
and the other an attempt to explain
the excess of disease and deaths
detected from lobar pneumonia in
hot metal workers, especially welders.
The President and Dean of the Faculty
chose the latter project, a choice
confirmed by a leading Consultant in
respiratory medicine.
The ability to apply this line
of research to blacksmiths helped in
the selection process and the Court
endorsed the project, and expenditure,
as a positive means of this Company
marking the beginning of the twentyfirst century.
The study was carried out by

Surgeon Commander Robin McNeil
Love RN (Commanding Officer The
Royal Navy Hospital, Gibraltar)
supervised by Dr Keith Palmer
from the MRC Unit for Occupational
Medicine at the University of
Southampton.
Pneumonia acquired in the
community is a serious cause of
disease and deaths. It is shown that
1/1000 is admitted to hospital and
4 times this number are treated at
home. In hospitalised cases there is
a significant mortality: up to 24%.
Several studies have shown an excess
incidence of disease and mortality in
workers with hot metal, especially
welders. It was therefore decided to
try and find out how welders
acquired the disease. Perhaps there
was a direct effect on the immune
system? Or maybe there was a
bacterial nutrient induced by the
work with hot metal? Or maybe
there is oxidative injury.
What was the study and what did
it find? The research team recruited
27 welders from Fleet Support Ltd
at Portsmouth Naval Base and 31
controls not involved with welding or
other work with hot metal. They were
matched for age, social class and
smoking habits while a questionnaire
covered details of welding experience,
alcohol intake and general health.
Blood and sputum samples were
taken during May-July 2002 to assess
the response. Informed consent had
to be obtained from the volunteers
and ethical approval from the UK
Defence Medical Services Clinical
Research Committee.
The research team expected to find,
and did find, raised levels of iron in
the sputum of welders. Iron was
found in the cells and liquid
components of sputum. They also
found the capacity to bind iron was
reduced. This was expected because
it is known to occur in other hot
metal workers. It is also known that
iron is a bacterial nutrient especially
for pathogenic pneumococci. Iron is
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also known to cause increase in free
radicals (oxidative stress). There was
also an increase in two sorts of
white cells (basophils & eosinophils)
associated with allergy but no other
indications of an allergic state were
found. Surprisingly there were no
other significant changes. It was
noted that there was no damage to
the immune system as judged by
antibody production.
No inflammatory response as
shown by the absence of a rise
in numbers of neutrophils nor
macrophages in sputum nor blood.
This is quite unexpected given the
levels of iron found in the sputum.
Where do we go from here – the
authors suggest three avenues for
more research. Look at the role of
free radical injury (oxidative stress).
Look at apoptosis the idea is that
the lack of inflammatory cells is due
to their removal by a process of
‘programmed’ cell death. Finally look
at the functional activity of alveoli
macrophages and neutrophils.
Surgeon Commander Robin McNeil
Love presented a summary of the
results at the Ladyday Court. He
is to be congratulated not only on
the work that he conducted but
also by conveying to the Court in
understandable terms, and with
humour, the method adopted and the
key results.
All in all I think we Blacksmiths
can be pleased that the work was
accomplished in good order and
yielded unexpected results which may
lead to the solution of the problem.
We also have the satisfaction that
our contribution to the work will
be acknowledged whenever it is
published and presented. This will
enhance the reputation of this ancient
Company and also demonstrate that
the Livery companies of the City of
London are still alert to the need to
support their traditional crafts.
Dr A J Beale MD
Past Prime Warden and
Father of the Company

J

ohn Shreeves was elected and
took office as Prime Warden on
29th July. He was born in London
and attended the Central Foundation
Grammar School in the City and
completed National Service in the
RAF based at the Officer Selection
Centre, Hornchurch.
After demobilisation he qualified
as a Fellow of the Chartered Institute
of Building and a Fellow of the Royal
Institute of Chartered Surveyors. He
is also a Member of the Association of
Project Managers. While working for
John Laing he was involved for eight
years in the Barbican project. During
that time he was appointed by the
Institute of Quantity Surveyors as a
Senior Examiner in Building and Civil
Engineering Contracts & Law.
In 1971 he established John
Shreeves and Partners (Chartered

Quantity Surveyors and Project
Managers) and he remains Chairman
having been Managing Director from
the firm’s inception. Many significant
buildings in the City have benefited
from his project management skills
John married Jean in 1959 and
they have three sons, one of who,
Graham, is a Liveryman and works
with his father. They also have seven
grandchildren
Always keen on sport he ran in the
Third London Marathon, recording a
time of 3 hours 35 minutes. The more
leisured pace of golf is now his great
interest.
John lives in St Albans but he and
Jean have achieved a remarkable
transformation of a wing of
Hunstanton Hall (Norfolk) where
they have changed a nearly derelict
part of the building into a house
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The Prime Warden

John Shreeves

containing the finest elements of
the old sympathetically aligned to
modern facilities.
We wish John a very happy and
successful year as Prime Warden.

Lifetime Achievement Award
Industry recognition of Clifford Champion’s work

Clifford Champion with his award

We congratulate Past Prime Warden
Clifford Champion on the presentation
by the Timber Trade Federation of a
Lifetime Achievement Award in March
this year. The ceremony took place at
the Federations Annual Dinner at the
London Hilton, Park Lane.
The Award is only made when there
is a recipient whose contribution to the
trade is significant. In making the
presentation the Federation President,
Geoff Rhodes, said;
“He has shown himself to be

the personification of the genuine
entrepreneur – dedicated, hard
working and successful. He has
championed not just his own company
but the industry as a whole”.
Clifford was Prime Warden in 1995
and his tales of early days in the
trade justify the President’s comments
about his business skills and
determination. This competitive spirit
extends to his sailing activities that
he maintains with great success in the
City of London Yacht Club races.

Hamilton and her husband Alan.
They were able to inspect the Livery
Lists for the appropriate years and
Mrs Hamilton saw the address for
her father, Barrie, where she had
grown up. Many other names were
familiar to them from the Lists.
Remarkable though that piece of
history may be the involvement goes
back much further. In 1869 John
George Nicholl was Prime Warden;
he was the father of Leonard and
hence Mrs Martens’ grandfather. It
was during his year in office that the

Badge of Office worn by the Prime
Warden was presented. This oftenadmired piece of Victorian splendour
is engraved:

THE NICHOLL FAMILY – Family connection dating back to the nineteenth Century revived

In 1935 Leonard A Nicholl CBE
was elected Prime Warden of the
Company. In that same year his two
sons, Fritz and Barrie were admitted
as Liverymen, although neither
seems to have subsequently become
a Court Assistant.
At the Midsummer luncheon we
were pleased to welcome Mrs
Patricia Martens (now aged 93 and
recovering from a broken leg) to the
luncheon. She is the last surviving
child of Leonard Nicholl. She
attended with her niece, Mrs Joanna
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“Presented to
The Worshipful Company of Blacksmiths
By James Abbiss Esq JP
July 7th 1870
J G Nicholls Esq Prime Warden”

It was fascinating to meet Mrs
Martens so that there was a tangible
link with the Worshipful Company
of, probably, 150 years.

Livery Connection with Londonderry

I

n October 2003 the Prime Warden
and Clerk visited Londonderry at
the invitation of the Worshipful
Company of Vintners and the
Honourable The Irish Society.
The Irish Society is a fascinating
element of the history of the City of
London. In 1603 the long struggle
between the Tudor monarchs and the
Irish chieftains ended with the
English conquest of Ireland. This
enabled James l to stamp his
authority on this most rebellious
corner of his Kingdom. This was
expressed in these words “and now
that all Ulster, or the most part, has
fallen to His Majesty’s power, he
intends to order it so as it may
redound to his honour and profit”.
James feared an invasion and as
the town of Derry was situated on an
easily defended island he proposed
to fortify it and settle it with people
whose allegiance he could trust. For
this purpose he turned to the Livery
Companies of the City of London to
provide people and offer the breadth
of skills necessary for a community
to develop and function effectively.
While the new arrivals may have
guessed that their alien presence
would be opposed in Derry the Privy
Council ordered support for the
venture. The Blacksmiths Company
was included under the direction of
The Worshipful Company of
Vintners with Curriers, Plumbers,

The Watercolour of Bellaghy
presented to The Company

Photography by M. O’Sullivan

Visit revives historical links

Poulters, Tylers & Bricklayers,
Weavers, Fruiterers and, the now
defunct, Woodmongers. This method
of one great company with ‘satellites’
was common to the Settlement
Scheme.

New Liverymen

At the Ladyday Court we were pleased to welcome
Michael John Batt as a Member of the Livery. Michael,
a retired police officer from the Metropolitan force,
was a Freeman of the City of London and is keen to
foster the work undertaken by the Company. He was
sponsored by Robert Linton.
There were two admissions at the Midsummer Court;
the first was John Meredith Thring. In addition to his
professional qualifications John has been trained in, and
taught, the skills of forge work. This is in addition to
teaching physics. He has restored and rallied vintage

Together this group controlled
some 51 square miles of the Province
of Vintnerstown, now renamed
Bellaghy, in County Londonderry. It
was to visit Bellaghy that the trip
was arranged.

motor vehicles since he could first drive and, when
necessary, has made replacement parts.
Maurice
Greenberg was his sponsor.
Sheldon Barry Shapiro, who was admitted at the
same meeting, also has a professional interest in
historical items and metal. In his case they are the
‘fine’ arts as he is an antique dealer, specialising in
precious metals. Court Assistant John Barber was
his sponsor.
We welcome all three new Liverymen and look
forward to seeing them at many Company events.
4

NEVILLE SHULMAN OBE
Another challenge to raise funds

The party consisted of
Mr Michael Hasslacher, the
Master Vintner, and his Clerk,
Brigadier Michael Smyth;
Mr Julian Keevil the Master
Poulterer; Mr Peter Halliday
Master Fruiterer; Sir Richard
Nicholls (a past Lord Mayor
of London) now Governor of
the Irish Society; Mrs Pauline
Halliday, Deputy Governor,
and Mr Edward Montgomery
the Representative (Ireland)
of the Society, as well as the
Prime Warden and Clerk.
The
first
visit
on
Wednesday 8th was to
Bellaghy Primary School.
This is a very small school
and we were welcomed by
the Principal, Sharon Lewis,
and her staff. After we were
shown round the children
treated us to a musical
entertainment. Rodney Bole,
on behalf of the visitors,
presented a cheque to
Sharon
Lewis,
which
represented a contribution
from the Livery Companies
to help towards a grounds
refurbishment project that
had been outlined to us. He
also presented a plaque of
the Blacksmiths Company’s
Coat of Arms while to
mark our visit the Prime
Warden received a watercolour of Bellaghy and that
is now displayed at Painter
Stainers’ Hall on our behalf.
That afternoon we visited
the Bellaghy Bawn and
Heritage Centre where we
learnt a great deal about
the history of Bellaghy.
Dinner that evening was
at Cutts House, owned by
the Society, where Edward
Montgomery was able to
tell us of the contemporary

contribution that the Society
makes to the Province.
The following morning
(Thursday) found us at the
other primary school in
Bellaghy, St. Mary’s. An
extensive programme of
music had been prepared
and was performed with
enthusiasm by the pupils.
Michael Hasslacher made
the presentation of a cheque
and these funds will be
used to construct a play
area, in the school grounds,
for all the community. Peter
Halliday planted a tree, on
behalf of the Fruiterers, to
mark the visit.
Here again, the Prime
Warden presented a plaque
of the Company’s Coat of
Arms to the Principal of the
school, Mrs Anne Donaghy.
We all learnt much from
our visit, encompassing the
history of London, the
history of Ulster, the role of
the Livery Companies in the
development of Ulster and
the outlook of the two
communities of Northern
Ireland. All the participants
were most grateful to
Michael Smyth, who made
the
arrangements
in
London,
and
Edward
Montgomery for his detailed
planning of the itinerary in
Ulster.
If anybody wishes to
learn more about the City of
London and the Plantation
of Ulster then a paper by
Professor James Curl is
available through BBCl
History Online at:
www.bbc.co.uk/history/
war.plantataion
Christopher Jeal
5

Liveryman Neville Shulman is one of the longestserving Vice-Presidents and Chairman of the NCH
George Thomas Society. He is in training for his
next arduous fund-raising challenge which is to
climb four peaks in Ecuador. This will be to raise
money in support of NCH’s special work at
Penhurst School in Chipping Norton for children
with severe disabilities.
The four peaks are:
Pinchincha
15,729 feet
(4795m)
Iliniza Norte
16,815 feet
(5217m)
Cotopaxi
19,348 feet
(5910m)
Chimborazo
20,696 feet
(6310m)
Neville has already climbed Mont Blanc, Mount
Kilimanjaro and Mount Kenya and has written
many books about his travels and expeditions.
His target is to raise £50,000 to provide new
equipment at Penhurst, including therapy and
treatment equipment as well as teaching aids.
Neville pays for all expedition costs himself so
that every penny pledged will go to NCH for
Penhurst.
We wish him every success and look forward to
learning about his experiences.

COMPANY JEWELLERY

The Clerk now has a
supply of Company
Cuff Links, as shown.
They cost £49 per set.

Also illustrated is the Ladies
Brooch and these are available at
a cost of £39 each.
Photography by M. O’Sullivan

NEW TITLES FOR
SHERIFFS

In the past it has been the custom to entitle one
Sheriff as “The Aldermanic Sheriff” and the other
as “Lay-Sheriff”. It has now been agreed that as the
two Sheriffs are equal they will be referred to
collectively as “The Sheriffs”.
Individually they will be styled as “Alderman
and Sheriff” and “Sheriff”.

Annual Banquet

I

Historical artefact on display

t is not often that a Company can
provide an artefact to rival
the historical surroundings of
Mansion House. Hopefully that is
what we achieved on Friday 2nd
April when the Company’s Annual
Banquet was held there and our
Second Charter was displayed.
It was on 21st March 1604 that
we received this Charter from King
James I. If allowance is made for
the change to the Gregorian calendar
in 1752 we reach the contemporary
anniversary of 1st April which so
nearly co-incided with the date of
the 2004 Banquet.
The document is normally safely
stored at Guildhall Library but, with
the permission of the Keeper of
Prints, we were allowed to ‘borrow’
it. Thanks to Liveryman Maurice
Greenberg the document was safely
collected, shown and returned. It
was prominently displayed at the
entrance to the Salon so that

Liverymen and their guests were
able to admire this tangible evidence
of our history, complete with the
Great Seal still intact.
It was disappointing that the
Lord Mayor was unable to join us
on this occasion but he was
fulfilling
one
of
the
major
responsibilities of his Office, that of
promoting the City of London
overseas. However, we were
delighted that Sheriff Geoffrey Bond,
and Mrs Bond, were able to be
our principle guests. He was most
interested in the Charter and that
is not surprising as he has
frequently been seen as an expert
on the BBC programme The
Antiques Road Show. The Prime
Warden
presented
a
framed
reproduction of the Charter to
Geoffrey Bond during the dinner.
Other distinguished guests
included the Recorder of London,
His Honour Judge Michael Hyam

Thortergill Forge

Photography by Brian Land

T

ucked away in a picturesque valley on the edge of
the Pennine way is Thortergill Forge, home of the
Johnston Family. This is in the High Pennines, “an
area of outstanding natural beauty”, often overlooked by
the tourist visiting the nearby Lake District or going on to
the border towns. The pretty little market town of Alston
is only a short drive away.
The interesting information produced by the family
tells us that the smithy at Thortergill was opened around
1800 by the Governor Co.,
later to become known as
The London Lead Co.,
to produce and repair
ironwork for the lead and
silver mine that was
planned for Thortergill at
that time. There was much
to be done, producing and
repairing ironwork for the
mine railway and the horsedrawn iron carts which ran
upon it; shoeing horses and
repairing harnesses; making

The Prime Warden, Rodney Bole, with the Renter Ward
ready to recei

and repairing
tools.
The current
Blacksmiths are
Andrew
and
David Johnston
who both trained
at Salisbury and
hold The Worshipful Company of Blacksmiths Certificates
of Merit and Excellence. Their forge is a traditional smithy,
using time-honoured methods and tools to produce high
quality hand-forged ironwork for the domestic, antique
and historical markets. Commissions range from local
gates and weather vanes to flower stands in Newcastle
Cathedral and ceiling lights in the Harrods showroom.
Visitors to Thortergill will find it well signposted and
there is a tearoom; landscaped gardens to enjoy in
warmer weather and a splendid half-mile walk through
a wooded gorge complete with waterfalls. The writer
has spent a very pleasant hour or two in this idyllic
spot and has no hesitation in recommending a visit
when you are in the area.
Past Prime Warden Brian Land
6

en John Shreeves and the Third Warden Barry Graham
ve the guests
Photography by M. O’Sullivan

and the Dean of St. Paul’s Dr John
Moses. Two Aldermen also joined us.
Our Honorary Court Member David
Brewer and Andrew Parmley who
makes such a huge contribution,
through his musical skills, to our
Carol Service.
Other City Livery Companies
were represented by the Master of
the Ironmongers (who proposed
the traditional ‘Root and Branch’
toast to the Company), the Master
Loriner, the Master Farrier and the
President of NAFBAE Liveryman
Leslie Armstrong. The Association
celebrates its centenary this year.
Our military connections were
represented by Commodore Neil
Latham of HMS Sultan.
The responsibility for greeting
all our guests in the formal speech
fell to the Renter Warden, John
Shreeves, who discharged it with
humour adding to the impressive
biographies. He was also able to
thank the ladies for gracing the
Banquet with their presence and
style.

INSCRIPTION FOR A BLACKSMITH
Tributes in a country churchyard

In the parish records of the Church of
St. Mary Magdalene in Eardisley,
Herefordshire there is an obituary to
a blacksmith in the nearby village of
Woodseaves.

His obituary reads:
"Her lieth the body of Thomas Bevan
The epitaph on the gravestone reads:

of Woodseaves in this parish.
Blacksmith whose skill and industry
gained him the custom. Whose good
nature and upright dealing prepared
him the love of his neighbours. And
character of an ............... (at this point
it is no longer legible)
Died the ............... 1744 aged 63."

“My sledge and hammer lie declined
My bellows have quite lost their wind
My fire’s extinct, my forge decayed,
My vices in the dust all layed.
My coal is spent, my iron gone,
My nails are drove, my work is done.
My fire – dry’ed corps lie at rest.
My soul smoak like is scaring to be blest.”
7

Over 270 people enjoyed an
excellent dinner and sang the
Blacksmiths song lustily. London
Banqueting Ensembles provided the
music and once again we were
treated to the, specially composed,
Blacksmiths Fanfare. The Post Horn
Gallop and Chase Horn Gallop were
splendidly played by the leader of
the Ensembles.
While there was no undue haste
the meal was concluded in good
time and it was possible to enjoy a
Stirrup Cup afterwards which
provided another opportunity to
enjoy the company of fellow
Liverymen and guests.
The combination of our history,
the splendid surroundings of
Mansion House, the pomp of the
City, good food, fine wines and
enjoyable company made for a
splendid evening. We hope that
Rodney and Wendy enjoyed this
very special occasion in his year
as
Prime
Warden
and
our
congratulations go to him for a
memorable event.

OBITUARIES

W

e are sorry to have to record
the death of two Members of
the Court.
Edward Taylor was an Emeritus
Court Assistant. He was admitted to
the Livery in 1953 and was elected an
Assistant in 1980. He died on
6th February and our sympathies go
to his widow.
Assistant Ronald Macaskill died
on 3rd July after a battle, lasting some
eighteen months, against a brain
tumour.
He was born on 21st April 1947
and was nominated to the Livery
by Past Prime Warden Wing
Commander Vere Smyth. He was
admitted to the Livery in 1978 and was
elected a Court Assistant in 1996.
He is survived by his wife, Irmgard
and their three children; Elisabeth,
Alexandra and Roald to whom we
send our sincerest condolences.

W

Photography: Mrs Wendy Bole

Beating the Bounds

Photography: Mrs Wendy Bole

Repeat of successful tradition

e were once again invited to
join the congregation of the
Church of St. Andrew-bythe-Wardrobe for this most enjoyable
and historic ceremony. This year it
took place on Wednesday 19th May.
Attending on behalf of the
Company were Rodney Bole, John
Shreeves, Tim Herring, Hugh Adams,
John Barber, John Jeal and the
Learned Clerk. The Clerk was asked
to give a reading; an outline of the
history at the Boundary Mark by the
Millennium Bridge.

The Clerk gives a reading at the Millennium Bridge

The procession was extensive as
last time – with the Pikemen and
Musketeers, choir, Liverymen from

L

other Companies associated with the
Church and Civic dignitaries - but,
unfortunately, without the players
from the Globe Theatre. There were a
surprisingly large number of spectators
en route, some of whom, including
Scandinavian and Japanese tourists,
followed us around. This caused some
congestion at Boundary marks.
The procession proceeded in a
good natured and orderly fashion
until it reached the site of Blackfriars
Monastery at the corner of New Bridge
Street. We had nearly completed the
ceremony – watched by the astounded
drinkers outside the tavern – when
a delegation from St. Brides, the
neighbouring parish, arrived to
dispute the Boundary. After some
high spirited and good humoured
badinage the Alderman agreed that
he should accompany the two Rectors
to the Bishop of London to resolve
the dispute. Off they set with an escort
of Military Police. In the meantime
the City of London Police had held up
the traffic for several minutes.

The Company Representatives at St. Paul’s

The two processions then merged
and proceeded up Ludgate Hill to the
North Steps of St. Paul’s Cathedral
to receive the ruling from the Bishop,
the Reverend Richard Chartres. While
waiting the Ale Conner carried out
his duties and declared that Davy’s of
Creed Lane should receive the laurel
wreath. We were also entertained by
the East Saxon Sword Dancers.
The Bishop arrived and after a
short and humorous speech he said
that, in true Church of England style,
he would defer a decision for a year
and exhorted us to go and live in
peace as good neighbours.
The procession then dispersed and
members of the Company adjourned
to our ‘bookshop’ for some welldeserved refreshment.
John Jeal

How the Court Works No. 4 – An insight into Company operations

categories (1) bursaries to student blacksmiths (2)
contributions to City charities (3) payments to charities
suggested by the Prime Warden (4) other deserving causes
that may appeal to the Trust during the
course of the year. This last category is very restricted as the
overall funds available are extremely limited.
The function of the Finance Committee, under the
Chairmanship of John McCuin (the managing partner of a
significant firm of London accountants), is obvious. Its
membership consists of the Renter Warden, as he is
responsible during his year of office for the Company’s assets,
two Members of the Court of Assistants and two Liverymen.
The Fourth Warden also attends as part of his induction into
the finances of the Company for which, all being well, he
will assume responsibility if elected Renter Warden.
The Committee proposes a budget for presentation to the
Court and then monitors the progress of income and
expenditure against the budget. The Clerk is responsible for
preparing the quarterly performance figures for
the Committee. The Committee is also responsible for
ensuring that the accounts of the Company and the
Charitable Trust are appropriately prepared.

ike most organisations the Company depends on
informed opinion on many aspects of its affairs. In
our case this is achieved through the Committees
established by the Court to help advise the Wardens and
the Court overall. The Company’s Ordinances state that
committee meetings should not be held in the period
between a Wardens’ Court meeting and the convening of
the Court of Assistants.
The Wardens at their Court review the Minutes of
the various meetings so that they can make any
recommendations based on the meetings and propose
action to the Court. All Minutes are circulated to Members
of the Court of Assistants before they meet.
The Committees are: Charity, Craft, Finance, Publicity
and Public Relations, Education & Training Sponsorship
and Property Advisory. The Chairman of each Committee is
a Member of the Court of Assistants and the Prime Warden
is a member of each Committee. As a courtesy he will be
invited to act as Chairman of the meeting but will, generally,
rather remain an observer. The Father of the Company and
the Learned Clerk are invited to attend all committee
meetings but they are not entitled to vote.
There are five members of the Charity Committee. Their
job is to recommend disbursements from the funds in the
Blacksmiths Charitable Trust. This, broadly, falls into four

(The role of the other Committees will
be outlined in another Newsletter.)
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Admission of Ladies to the Livery

A

t the Michaelmas Court
meeting an historic event
took place with admission
of Zena Sanders to the Livery
of the Company. She had been
admitted to the Freedom of the
Company, by Patrimony, in 1992,
the year in which her late father,

Colin Bates, was Prime Warden.
It was disappointing that, due
to ill-health, her mother was not
able to join in the celebration, not
only of the event, but also a
further stage in the involvement
of the Bates family with the
Company.

The Prime Warden’s Diary

Photography by M. O’Sullivan

Historic day for the Company

The Prime Warden and Mrs Zena Sanders

The Prime Warden has represented the Company at the following events:

Fletchers Company Burns Night Dinner
New Royal Artillery Museum
Founders Company Dinner
Glass Sellers Company Lecture
HMS Ark Royal reception in aid of the Sea Scouts
HMS Sultan – During this visit a presentation was made to
the Royal Navy Museum of personal Naval souvenirs by
Liveryman George Wixon.
Vintners Company Dinner
Lord Mayor’s Dinner for Masters, Prime Wardens and the
Upper Bailiff at Mansion House
United Guilds Service at St Paul’s Cathedral
Treloars School, Hampshire Livery visit
Cutlers of Hallamshire Feast, Sheffield
Sons of the Clergy Service at St Paul’s Cathedral
Beating the Bounds of the Parish of St Andrew-by-theWardrobe
NAFBAE Centenary luncheon (hosted by the Company)
Ironbridge Gorge Museum, Annual Livery Companies visit
The Imperial Society of Knights Bachelor Service and
Luncheon

Innholders Company Dinner
Loriners Company Dinner
Ironmongers Company City Dinner
City Lecturers Association Lecture
Shipwrights Company Dinner
Gunmakers Company Dinner
Engineers Company Dinner
Bath & West Show
Guild of Security Professionals Luncheon
Drapers Company Luncheon
NAFBAE Centenary luncheon
Election of Sheriffs
Constructors Company Dinner

While this list may give the impression that the Prime
Warden’s year consists of ‘wining and dining’ these social
functions are an important means of promoting this
Company and its activities to other Livery Companies.
The Prime Warden also attends all Company Committee
meetings as well as presiding at the Wardens’ Court
meetings, the Court meetings and the Court luncheons.

Bursary Report 2003/2004 – Continued demand for limited resources

T

he financial contribution that
the Company can make to help
in the training of blacksmiths is
very important to students. In the
year 2003/2004 there were 11
applications from students at the
National School of Blacksmithing,
Hereford and six were received from
students at Warwickshire College.
After assessment of the written
application, the tutor’s comments,
interview and seeing the student
operating at the forge, offers of
Bursaries are made. Inevitably some
students have to be disappointed
because of lack of funds.
Ten

Bursaries, each of £1500, were
offered. It is disappointing that two
students did not sustain the
necessary work and, on the tutors’
recommendation,
the
second
instalment was not paid. However,
it does reflect the vigour with which
the scheme is operated.
All students have to provide a
written report on how the funds
have been used and the benefits that
the Bursary brings are varied but all
make a great contribution to
developing their skills. Such abilities
are often proved in the various
county shows, where students are
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often successful in winning prizes
and awards.
The members of the Charity
Committee would like to be able to
provide more assistance but they
have to make many difficult decisions
because of lack of funds. A small
monthly contribution from every
Liveryman would transform the
Education Fund and all payments can
be enhanced by the use of the Gift Aid
provisions for the reclaim of tax. The
Clerk will be only too pleased to
provide the necessary forms which
are also incorporated in the annual
Membership List, the ‘yellow book’.

The Prime Warden’s Weekend

T

The Company gathers in Cornwall

he favoured method of travelling to our base in the
We returned in good time to take a rest before changing
delightful port of Fowey was undoubtedly the car;
into black tie etc. to proceed to Trenython Manor. At the car
the only reasonable train service starting out at about
park, after we had all transferred from our shuttle bus to the
5.00 a.m. Four of the party decided to fly down which
coach, some bright spark suggested that as we could all fit
worked well until they arrived at Newquay and eventually
into the shuttle why not use that and avoid the long walk up
collected their hire car. It was an Alpha Romeo and
the Manor drive. There was general approval but the reaction
appeared to be a two-door version but for about ten
of those using the car park who saw thirty people, dressed
minutes Cliff Champion and Peter Rayner tried to bring
for a formal dinner, clambering off and then back onto the
the front seats forward so that people could get into the
ASDA shopping bus is not recorded. Possibly they thought
back. Eventually a handle inside was observed which
it was a particularly distinguished shopping evening!
proved to open the back because it was a four-door car!
Trenython Manor, a typical country house turned hotel,
We all settled into our rooms at the Fowey Hotel; which
is well furnished and with first class service. Dinner was
was built as a hotel in 1892 in probably the prime location. It
excellent, well served, while our musical accompaniment
is an excellent building
was unusual, as the
and the restaurant is
Prime
Warden
had
really a splendid room
selected a harpist. Either
and not only because they
this was a presumptuous
serve food and drink
anticipation of his future,
there. The staff were
or a last memory, we do
young, pleasant and
not know. The resultant
eager to help. After a rest
sound was melodious
many people went for a
and pleasing.
short stroll round Fowey,
The occasion was
we ignorant ones were
informal but, in the
told it was pronounced
absence of the Father,
Foy. Short for it is very
Peter Rayner stood in
hilly. However, the hotel
and said a few pleasant
veranda overlooked the
words. Pleasant largely
harbour and a more
because they were few.
tranquil place would be
After toasting the Prime
hard to find. Just
Warden we all sang
The Lost Gardens show their colours
watching the modest
happy
birthday
to
Photography: Barbara Barker
amount of activity was
Wendy. Nobody was so
relaxing in itself. Time drifts by but promptly at seven
indelicate as to enquire exactly which birthday it was.
o’clock the Prime Warden turned into a highly efficient
Sunday: and on to the lost gardens of Heligan. There
barman and dispensed drinks rapidly all round while
were fantastic rhododendrons that showed what nature
Wendy continued to be charming. All too soon we were
can do when left alone for a hundred years. Again we were
called to dinner and the meal fulfilled all the hopes raised by
sensibly left to proceed alone or with a friend. Despite the
the two rosettes rating the hotel enjoyed. Altogether an
vast acreage one kept meeting other blacksmiths and
excellent meal. A few retired to the bar for a nightcap, but
exchanging information. The birds were particularly tame,
most people were looking forward to a nice long rest.
despite the large number of people. Maybe garden lovers
Next day the weather was even warmer and sunnier than
are not noisy.
Friday, although the rest of the country was enjoying wet and
Heligan and Eden had lovely shops for the shopoholics
cold conditions. Because Fowey has such quaint lanes they
amongst us. At least ten to my knowledge. Back to the
are difficult to drive through, so we had a mini-type coach to
hotel for a late siesta, bath and change. It was wise of
take us up to the main car park, apparently supplied byASDA.
the Prime Warden to choose only two places. The
Joining our proper coach we set of for the Eden Project.
unaccustomed exercise taking toll from some calf muscles.
This defies description. It is imaginative, innovative and
The last dinner at the hotel and we all sat talking and
totally enjoyable. A full day at least is really required, and
drinking at table until we were the last ones left in the
I for one would like to go back. The Prime Warden had the
restaurant. Monday still produced fine weather but it
excellent idea of allowing us to wander at will, so we could
was time for goodbyes and a return to reality. Thank you
take our own choices at our own pace. A pleasant light
Rodney and Wendy, a weekend fully up to standards set by
(truly) lunch was taken, there was a dinner later! It was
your predecessors, most enjoyable. Also, of course, to the
rumoured that Betsy Hitchings had a child’s meal plus a
Clerk whose hidden hand made everything run smoothly.
free yoghurt. My day was made when I spotted a spelling
mistake in one of the notices. Oh bliss!
RHODON
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Ken Miller

K

FWCB

A life in Blacksmithing

farriers. Ken asked where he would
be stationed and was told London.
He said that it was too far from home
and turned down the offer. (How silly
we can be when young!). Ken then
went on to serve in Germany, Korea
and near the Chinese border.
When Ken returned to work after
the army he decided to join a large
agricultural firm which had started
as a blacksmith shop and still had a
few horses on the books, but
the emphasis was on forging
and welding.
On the personal side of life
he married Maureen and they
have two children, Shirley
and Steven.
Ken took the plunge and
started his own smithy with
just one weeks wages in his
pocket (£21) but with six
months orders he could only
go one way, well supported
by
local
farmers
and
businesses as he was well
known in the area. He was
persuaded by COSIRA to
attend the Essex Agricultural
Show and took orders for
20 weather vanes, several
pairs of gates and a number
of fire baskets. The firm
grew and at one time had
four family members in it,
Mum, Dad, Steven and a
son-in-law.
Enjoying a joke with Princess Anne at Royal Show
Ken was determined to
do his part in keeping
Blacksmithing alive and, in due
On his fist morning at full-time
course, he joined the
work the boss presented Ken with a
National Master Farriers
new pigskin apron, pink in colour,
Blacksmiths
and
and, feeling seven feet tall, he walked
Agricultural Association
up the side of a Suffolk Punch which
(now NAFBAE). He later
promptly kicked him. As he lay flat on
became President of the
the floor the Master stepped over him
Association. He has also
and remarked that next time you will
been Chairman of the
speak to him first before picking up the
British Artist Blacksmith
foot. (These were not his exact words).
Association (BABA). Ken
At the end of his apprenticeship
has often voiced the
Ken was called for National Service
opinion that the two
and after his medical he was
Associations should someapproached by an officer and asked if
how be linked so that
he would like to join the Guards. This
the experience of the full
was a surprise as he is 5ft 7", but it
time staff of NAFBAE
was explained that they were short of
en was born in Dovercourt,
Essex in 1935 and was
evacuated to Witham, also in
Essex, during the war. A lot of his
childhood days were spent around
the 12th Century forge which was at
the end of the lane where he lived. It
was a matter of course that from the
age of thirteen he started part-time
work there on Saturday mornings and
holidays.
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and the enthusiasm of BABA
members bringing new ideas to link
with the age old tradition of the
village blacksmith.
Ken was brought up with
motorbikes and took up motorcycle
and sidecar racing where his two
brothers were already making
name for themselves in the sport.
As his father’s only means of
transport had been a motorbike
and sidecar it seemed the right road
to take.
Another highlight was to become
a Liveryman of The Worshipful
Company of Blacksmiths in 1992.
Ken had served on the Craft
Committee for some time and they
hinted that it might be nice if he
joined. He enjoys the time spent
with the Livery and has met some
of his best friends through it. Long
may it continue!
Today in retirement – well semiretirement – Ken is still designing
and making, it is mostly in wood but
the variety of pieces is the same as
forging. He never stops and has
left such a legacy that we see when
we are out and about, gates, signs,
wind vanes etc.
His son Steven with his wife
Susan now run the shop but life
is never dull thanks to an acre
of garden, five grandchildren and
never enough time to do all the
things he has in mind.
We are most grateful to Maureen
Miller for these reminiscences about Ken
and the photographs.
Ken Miller – making hay

Company Diary 2004/2005
Carol Service
Epiphany Court and Luncheon
Wardens Court
United Guilds Service
Ladyday Court and Luncheon
Annual Banquet
Prime Warden’s Weekend
Corporation of the Sons of the Clergy Service
Wardens Court
House of Lords Luncheon
Election of Sheriffs
Midsummer Court and Luncheon
Election Court
Wardens Court
Election of the Lord Mayor
Michaelmas Court and Awards Luncheon
Lord Mayor’s Show
Wardens Court
Carol Service

Blacksmith in History –

17th
December
6th
January
17th
February
18th
March
24th
March
15th
April
13th – 15th May
17th
May
26th
May
to be arranged
24th
June
30th
June
28th
July
1st
September
29th
September
6th
October
12th
November
24th
November
16th
December

O

Shetland Anchor Project

was kept on all vessels. However, after receiving advice
from his followers, Napoleon decided to throw himself on
the mercy of the British and it was agreed that he should
board Bellerophon to be taken to Plymouth.
On 15th July the Captain of Bellerophon, Captain
Maitland, received the deposed Emperor and his suite of
50 people plus extensive luggage. There was nothing in
Naval protocol as to how an Ex-emperor should be received
and so Maitland decided that the ship’s Marines should
be drawn up as a guard of honour but that no music should
be played. He believed that it was appropriate for the guest
to be piped aboard.
The Boatswain was 31 year old James Manning and it
was he who piped the guest aboard. Before service his
trade was stated as a blacksmith.
Based on information in the book “Billy Ruffian, The
Bellerophon and the Downfall of Napoleon”, by David Cordingly.

Working in the Shetlands

The Worshipful Company was well
represented with three Liverymen
and four award-holders in the team.
The visit was a great success with the
finished anchor appearing from a
three inch billet in just three days.
Every part of the anchor, from the
flukes to the chains, had to be hot
forged and fire-welded and it was a
marvellous sight to see. The massive
fire-weld on the crown of the anchor
is, arguably, the biggest fire-weld
achieved for many years.
The finished anchor has been
www.blacksmithscompany.org.uk

Published by: The Worshipful Company of Blacksmiths.
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A blacksmith present at an historical moment

H M S Bellerophon was built on the North bank of the river
Medway at Frindsbury and was launched in 1786. She was
completed at His Majesty’s Dockyard at Chatham and
commissioned in 1787.
She saw active service and was the first ship to engage the
enemy at the battle of the Glorious First of June (1794). She
subsequently fought at the Battle of the Nile. At the battle of
Trafalgar Bellerophon fought with great distinction and
suffered much damage but was repaired and returned to
commission.
Ten years after in 1815 came her notable moment in history.
After the Hundred Days, following his escape from Elba,
the Emperor Napoleon was to be exiled. At the time of his
escape the Admiralty had sent a squadron to patrol the
French coast and the Bellerophon was ordered to guard the
approaches to the port of Rochefort. It was believed that
Napoleon wanted to escape France and so a careful watch

n Easter Monday a group of
blacksmiths from England set
out from York bound for
Aberdeen to take the ferry to the
Shetland Islands.
The trip was
organised by Assistant Don Barker
and the destination was Bruce
Wilcock’s Forge in Hillswick. The
object was to make an anchor using
traditional methods and Bruce may
well be the last blacksmith in the
UK with the knowledge and skills
necessary to undertake and lead such
a challenging and momentous project.
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donated to the Shetland Amenities
Trust and it will be exhibited at the front
of the new Maritime Museum currently
under construction at Lerwick.
The whole process has been
recorded and copies are available
either as a VHS videotape or DVD.
The cost is £12.50 (to include postage
and packing) and for every one sold a
donation of £2 will be made to the
Worshipful Company’s Education
Fund. Applications should be made
to Don Barker with cheques in favour
of Don Barker Ltd.
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